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We’re thrilled to continue celebrating our 40th Anniversary Season with 
THE COUNTER — a play that feels unmistakably “TWH.”  It embodies all 
the qualities our audiences have cherished over the past four decades: It’s 
intimate, authentic, and beautifully human. And there’s just enough surprise
to keep you leaning in.

This season is also a joyful gathering of old friends and familiar faces. 
We’re welcoming back Tim DeKay, whose unforgettable work in FEVER 
DREAMS still resonates with so many of us, and the remarkable Erika 
Rolfsrud, who brought such depth and humanity to GOOD PEOPLE and 
other TWH productions. We’re equally delighted to introduce a new face 
to our stage: Justis Bolding, making her TWH debut and bringing a fresh, 
vibrant energy to our stage. There’s so much to look forward to as we 
continue this milestone season.					   
					           – Rob Ruggiero
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A few years ago. Upstate New York. Way upstate.

by MEGHAN KENNEDY
directed by ROB RUGGIERO

TheaterWorks Hartford is celebrating its 40th season as a non-profit,
professional theater company. Founded in 1985. 

THE COUNTER is the 2nd show of the 2025-2026 Season.
FEB 12 – MAR 15, 2026
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WHO

JUSTIS BOLDING (Katie) is thrilled to be stepping from TheaterWorks 
Hartford’s Board of Directors onto the stage, to make her Connecticut 
theater debut with these artists who tell such important stories. Previous 
credits include The Woman in White on Broadway, “Sarah Roberts” 
in ABC’s One Life to Live, “Captain Miranda Keyes” in Halo 3, The 
Extra Man with Kevin Kline, Saved! (KC Rep). She has worked with the 
late Garry Marshall on Happy Days: The Musical as well as on Benny 
Andersson and Bjorn Ulvaes’ (ABBA) new musical Kristina. She is a 
bestselling audiobook narrator, and her voice can also be heard in 
animation, television and radio commercials. 
 
TIM DEKAY (Paul) TheaterWorks Hartford: Fever Dreams (of Animals on 
the Verge of Extinction). Audiences will remember Tim as Peter Burke in the 
USA Network hit series White Collar. Other TV credits include: 1923 with 
Harrison Ford and Helen Mirren, Here and Now, Tell Me You Love Me (AFI 
Award), Carnivale. Film: Oppenheimer, Best Man Wins, Get Smart, Peaceful 
Warrior, Political Disasters, Chumscrubber, Control, Big Eden, Swordfish, 
The Third Wheel, Buddy Boy, Welcome to the Neighborhood, Naked Under 
Heaven, and Almost Heroes. Tim is a lifetime member of The Actors Studio. 
He received an MFA in Acting from Rutgers University. 

ERIKA ROLFSRUD (Peg) TheaterWorks Hartford audiences will 
remember Erika from The Dazzle, Rabbit Hole, Time Stands Still and Good 
People (Best Actress, CCC Awards). Broadway: The Coast of Utopia, Rabbit 
Hole, Exit the King. Off Broadway: Swing State, The Greatest Hits Down 
Route 66, Electra In a One-Piece, The Glory of Living, How I Learned to 
Drive. Regional: CATF, Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey, Cleveland 
Playhouse, Repertory Theatre of St. Louis (Kevin Kline Award, Best Actress, 
Little Dog Laughed), Pittsburgh Public Theatre, Old Globe Theatre, Arizona 
Theatre Company, and more. FILM: Unsane, Alone. TV: Manifest, FBI: Most 
Wanted, Blue Bloods, Younger, God Friended Me, Law & Order: SVU, 
House of Cards, The Knick, Law & Order and more. 

MEGHAN KENNEDY (Playwright) is a playwright, screenwriter and 
television writer. Her plays include The Counter (Roundabout Theatre 
Company); Napoli, Brooklyn (Roundabout Theatre Company, Long Wharf 
Theater, Original Theater in London, Outer Critics Circle Award nomination); 
Too Much, Too Much, Too Many (Roundabout Theater Company); Light 
(David Calicchio Emerging American Playwright Prize), Lou, Buffalo Bill or 
How to Be a Good Man. She has received commissions from Roundabout 
Theater Company and The Geffen Playhouse. Her work has been developed 
at The Atlantic Theater Company, Williamstown Theatre Festival, Ars Nova, 
Page 73, Play Penn and produced around the U.S., U.K., Ireland and Sweden. 
Meghan lives in Brooklyn.

ROB RUGGIERO (Director/Artistic Director) is in his 14th season as Artistic 
Director at TheaterWorks Hartford. He has directed dozens of premieres 
and local favorites including Fever Dreams, Fun Home, The Legend of 
Georgia McBride, Next to Normal, Relativity (starring Richard Dreyfuss), 
and Christmas on the Rocks, which he also conceived. Broadway: Looped 
(starring Valerie Harper); High (starring Kathleen Turner). Rob conceived/
directed the musical revue Make Me a Song: The Music of William Finn which 
ran off-Broadway, and conceived/directed the musical Ella. His work can be 
seen across the country at Goodspeed, The Muny, St. Louis Rep, Cincinnati 
Playhouse, among others. 

TIJANA BJELAJAC (Set Design) is happy to make her TheaterWorks 
Hartford debut with The Counter. Selected set design: Disney’s Frozen the 
Musical  (The Muny; Maltz Jupiter Theater; Phoenix Theater Company),  
Dracula A Comedy of Terrors (Chocolate Factory, London; New World 
Stages, Off-Broadway NYC; The Old Globe), Fiddler on the Roof (The Muny), 
Cabaret (The Old Globe; Asolo Rep), Disney’s The Little Mermaid (Drury 
Lane Theater, Chicago), Beauty and The Beast (Misi Productions, Colombia), 



Othello (Actors’ Shakespeare Project, Boston), Living in the Exile ( La Mama, 
NYC). teeyana.com IG @tijanabjelajac 

RISA ANDO (Costume Design) is a NYC-based costume designer, 
originally from Japan. She has had the pleasure of working in various 
theater communities internationally including Japan and Ireland. Selected 
design credits include: Rope (Hartford Stage); Your Name Means Dream 
(TheaterWorks Hartford / Theater J); Million Dollar Quartet (Playhouse on 
Park); Draupadi (Rattlestick Theater); A View from the Bridge (Long Wharf 
Theatre); The Salvagers (Yale Repertory Theatre); Switch No Otoko (Éclo, 
Tokyo); Dracula (Gekidan Ijin-Butai, Tokyo); The Best Place For Love (Fire & 
Ice Production, Dublin). MFA: School of Drama at Yale. risaando.com

MATTHEW RICHARDS (Lighting Design) TheaterWorks Hartford: The 
Rembrandt, American Son, Hand to God, Invisible Hand, Shakepeare’s R&J, 
American Buffalo, Souvenir, Speech and Debate, Seafarer, Driving Miss 
Daisy, Doubt, Woman Before a Glass. Broadway: Ann starring Holland 
Taylor. Off-Broadway: Ars Nova, The Atlantic, B.A.M., MCC, Playwrights 
Horizons, Play Co., Primary Stages, Rattlestick, Roundabout, Second Stage, 
and Soho Rep, Theatre For A New Audience. Regional: Actors Theater 
of Louisville, Arena Stage, Baltimore Center Stage, Cincinnati Playhouse, 
Cleveland Playhouse, Dallas Theater Center, Ford’s Theatre, The Goodman, 
Hartford Stage, The Huntington, La Jolla Playhouse, Long Wharf, The 
Old Globe, Shakespeare Theatre, Studio Theatre, Westport Playhouse, 
Williamstown Theatre Festival, Yale Repertory Theatre.

MINJAE KIM             (Sound Design | he/him) is a NY-based Korean-
Canadian theater artist and is excited to make his TheaterWorks Hartford 
debut. Recent select sound credits include Orange Julius (University of 
Vermont), The Other Americans (The Public; Assistant), The Inspector (Yale 
Rep), Metamorphoses (DGSD), rent free (DGSD), Cleansed (DGSD), and 
Match Girl (Cellunova). He holds an English/Theater BA from Princeton 
University and a Design (Sound) MFA from the David Geffen School of Drama 
at Yale University. mondayminjae.com

BILLY BIVONA (Original Music) is a NYC-based composer and multi-
instrumentalist whose work spans theater, classical, and contemporary music. 
He has composed original music for stage productions and collaborated 
with creative teams across regional and off-Broadway theater, including 
Constellations and The Sound Inside at TheaterWorks Hartford. From 
2019–2023, Billy toured North America as a guitarist on the First National 
Tour of Broadway’s Come From Away, and regularly writes, performs, and 
collaborates with various artists and producers across many genres. He is 
thrilled to be back with the TheaterWorks family!

TOM KOSIS (Stage Manager) The Counter marks Tom’s 18th production 
with TheaterWorks Hartford. Broadway: Mary Poppins, Side Show, The 
Scarlet Pimpernel, Flower Drum Song, Bye Bye Birdie, A Chorus Line, Ann, 
My Fair Lady, Grand Hotel, Nice Work If You Can Get It. National and 
International Tours: Irving Berlin’s White Christmas, A Chorus Line, Song 
& Dance, West Side Story, Dreamgirls. Tom was the Associate Director/
Choreographer for The Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular. 
tomkosis.com

JEFF GRIFFIN (Managing Director) began as TheaterWorks Hartford’s 
first managing director in 2024. Previously, he served as Managing Director 
for Classic Stage Company and the Contemporary American Theater Festival. 
He has also filled various roles at New York City Center, LAByrinth Theater 
Company, Martha Graham Dance, Manhattan Theater Club, Alley Theater, 
Cincinnati Playhouse, and the Park Avenue Armory among others. He has 
additional experience with the SDC Foundation, the BMI Foundation and in 
television with MTV, NBC, and Fox. Jeff served on the boards of the Bushwick 
Starr and the Off-Broadway League and has a BS from the University of Texas 
and an MFA from the University of Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music.
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A great way to support the theater is to consider adding TWH 
in your estate planning. If you have, please let us know 

so we can thank you.
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CT HUMANITIES

THE ELIZABETH M. LANDON & HARRIETTE M. LANDON CHARITABLE TRUST

WILLIAM & ALICE MORTENSEN FOUNDATION

LIBERTY BANK

M&T BANK

THE GEORGE A. & GRACE L. LONG FOUNDATION,



46 LASALLE ROAD  WEST HARTFORD  860.521.3015
170 GLASTONBURY BLVD.  GLASTONBURY  860.659.8510

MOHEGAN SUN   WESTPORT   WELLESLEY   LBGREEN.COM

DIAMONDS   JEWELRY   WATCHES   GIFTS


