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We’re thrilled to continue celebrating our 40th Anniversary Season with 
THE COUNTER — a play that feels unmistakably “TWH.”  It embodies all 
the qualities our audiences have cherished over the past four decades: It’s 
intimate, authentic, and beautifully human. And there’s just enough surprise
to keep you leaning in.

This season is also a joyful gathering of old friends and familiar faces. 
We’re welcoming back Tim DeKay, whose unforgettable work in FEVER 
DREAMS still resonates with so many of us, and the remarkable Erika 
Rolfsrud, who brought such depth and humanity to GOOD PEOPLE and 
other TWH productions. We’re equally delighted to introduce a new face 
to our stage: Justis Bolding, making her TWH debut and bringing a fresh, 
vibrant energy to our stage. There’s so much to look forward to as we 
continue this milestone season.					   
					           – Rob Ruggiero

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings of this 
production and distributing recordings or streams in any medium, including the internet, is 
strictly prohibited, a violation of the author(s)’s rights and actionable under United States 

copyright law.
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Commissioned and Originally Produced by  
Roundabout Theatre Company, New York, NY

THE COUNTER is presented by special arrangement with Broadway Licensing, LLC, servicing the 
Dramatists Play Service imprint. (www.dramatists.com) 

Actors and Stage Manager appear through an agreement between this theater and Actors’ Equity 
Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States. 

United Scenic Artists, Local USA 829 of the IATSE is the union representing Scenic, Costume,
Lighting, Sound and Projection Designers in Live Performance.

A few years ago. Upstate New York. Way upstate.

by MEGHAN KENNEDY
directed by ROB RUGGIERO

TheaterWorks Hartford is celebrating its 40th season as a non-profit,
professional theater company. Founded in 1985. 

THE COUNTER is the 2nd show of the 2025-2026 Season.
FEB 12 – MAR 15, 2026
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TIM 
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TIJANA BJELAJAC

RISA ANDO

MATTHEW RICHARDS

MINJAE KIM

Set Design

Costume Design

Lighting Design

Sound Design
(Burry Fredrik Foundation supported)

BILLY BIVONA

TOM KOSIS 

Original Music

Stage Manager 



WHO

JUSTIS BOLDING (Katie) is thrilled to be stepping from TheaterWorks 
Hartford’s Board of Directors onto the stage, to make her Connecticut 
theater debut with these artists who tell such important stories. Previous 
credits include The Woman in White on Broadway, “Sarah Roberts” 
in ABC’s One Life to Live, “Captain Miranda Keyes” in Halo 3, The 
Extra Man with Kevin Kline, Saved! (KC Rep). She has worked with the 
late Garry Marshall on Happy Days: The Musical as well as on Benny 
Andersson and Bjorn Ulvaes’ (ABBA) new musical Kristina. She is a 
bestselling audiobook narrator, and her voice can also be heard in 
animation, television and radio commercials. 
 
TIM DEKAY (Paul) TheaterWorks Hartford: Fever Dreams. Tim starred as 
“Peter Burke” for six seasons in the USA series, White Collar. While under 
contract with HBO, he played opposite Holly Hunter in Here and Now and 
starred as a series regular on both Tell Me You Love Me (AFI Award) and the 
Emmy Award-winning series Carnivale. His films include Oppenheimer, Peaceful 
Warrior, Big Eden, Control, Swordfish, Randy and the Mob, and others. Tim has 
appeared in over 200 episodes of television, including recurring roles on 1923, 
Chicago Med, Bosch Legacy, American Crime, Agents of SHIELD, Seinfeld 
(as “Bizarro Jerry”), and numerous others. Theater includes The Show-Off on 
Broadway. Off-Broadway: Billy Budd. Regional: Beth Henley’s Ridiculous Fraud 
at the McCarter Theater (World Premiere). The Lion in Winter (National Tour), 
Burning Blue (American Premiere), Denver Center, Hartford Stage, Cleveland 
Playhouse, Cincinnati Playhouse, Penguin Repertory, and many others. Tim has 
given a TEDx Talk and has spoken at numerous universities. He received his 
M.F.A. in Acting from Rutgers University, where he met his wife, Elisa. 

ERIKA ROLFSRUD (Peg) TheaterWorks Hartford audiences will remember 
Erika from The Dazzle, Rabbit Hole, Time Stands Still and Good People (Best 
Actress, CCC Awards). Broadway: The Coast of Utopia, Rabbit Hole, Exit the 
King. Off Broadway: Swing State, The Greatest Hits Down Route 66, Electra 
In a One-Piece, The Glory of Living, How I Learned to Drive. Regional: CATF, 
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey, Cleveland Playhouse, Repertory Theatre 
of St. Louis (Kevin Kline Award, Best Actress, Little Dog Laughed), Pittsburgh 
Public Theatre, Old Globe Theatre, Arizona Theatre Company, and more. 
FILM: Unsane, Alone. TV: Manifest, FBI: Most Wanted, Blue Bloods, Younger, 
God Friended Me, Law & Order: SVU, House of Cards, The Knick, Law & 
Order and more. 

MEGHAN KENNEDY (Playwright) is a playwright, screenwriter and 
television writer. Her plays include The Counter (Roundabout Theatre Company); 
Napoli, Brooklyn (Roundabout Theatre Company, Long Wharf Theater, London’s 
Original Theatre Co, Outer Critics Circle Award nomination); Too Much, Too 
Much, Too Many (Roundabout Theater Company); Light (David Calicchio 
Emerging American Playwright Prize), Lou, Buffalo Bill or How to Be a Good 
Man. She has received commissions from Roundabout Theater Company and 
The Geffen Playhouse. Her work has been developed at The Atlantic Theater 
Company, Williamstown Theatre Festival, Ars Nova, Page 73, Play Penn and 
produced around the U.S., U.K., Ireland and Sweden. Meghan lives in Brooklyn.

ROB RUGGIERO (Director/Artistic Director) is in his 14th season as 
Artistic Director at TheaterWorks Hartford. He has directed dozens of 
premieres and local favorites including Fever Dreams, Fun Home, The Legend 
of Georgia McBride, Next to Normal, Relativity (starring Richard Dreyfuss), 
and Christmas on the Rocks, which he also conceived. Broadway: Looped 
(starring Valerie Harper); High (starring Kathleen Turner). Rob conceived/
directed the musical revue Make Me a Song: The Music of William Finn 
which ran off-Broadway, and conceived/directed the musical Ella. His work 
can be seen across the country at Goodspeed, The Muny, St. Louis Rep, 
Cincinnati Playhouse, among others. 

TIJANA BJELAJAC (Set Design) is happy to make her TheaterWorks 
Hartford debut with The Counter. Selected set design: Disney’s Frozen the 
Musical  (The Muny; Maltz Jupiter Theater; Phoenix Theater Company),  
Dracula A Comedy of Terrors (Chocolate Factory, London; New World Stages,            



Off-Broadway NYC; The Old Globe), Fiddler on the Roof (The Muny), Cabaret 
(The Old Globe; Asolo Rep), Disney’s The Little Mermaid (Drury Lane Theater, 
Chicago), Beauty and The Beast (Misi Productions, Colombia), Othello (Actors’ 
Shakespeare Project, Boston), Living in the Exile ( La Mama, NYC). 
teeyana.com IG @tijanabjelajac 

RISA ANDO (Costume Design) is a NYC-based costume designer, 
originally from Japan. She has had the pleasure of working in various 
theater communities internationally including Japan and Ireland. Selected 
design credits include: Rope (Hartford Stage); Your Name Means Dream 
(TheaterWorks Hartford / Theater J); Million Dollar Quartet (Playhouse on 
Park); Draupadi (Rattlestick Theater); A View from the Bridge (Long Wharf 
Theatre); The Salvagers (Yale Repertory Theatre); Switch No Otoko (Éclo, 
Tokyo); Dracula (Gekidan Ijin-Butai, Tokyo); The Best Place For Love (Fire & Ice 
Production, Dublin). MFA: School of Drama at Yale. risaando.com

MATTHEW RICHARDS (Lighting Design) TheaterWorks Hartford: The 
Rembrandt, American Son, Hand to God, Invisible Hand, Shakepeare’s R&J, 
American Buffalo, Souvenir, Speech and Debate, Seafarer, Driving Miss Daisy, 
Doubt, Woman Before a Glass. Broadway: Ann starring Holland Taylor. Off-
Broadway: Ars Nova, The Atlantic, B.A.M., MCC, Playwrights Horizons, Play 
Co., Primary Stages, Rattlestick, Roundabout, Second Stage, and Soho Rep, 
Theatre For A New Audience. Regional: Actors Theater of Louisville, Arena 
Stage, Baltimore Center Stage, Cincinnati Playhouse, Cleveland Playhouse, 
Dallas Theater Center, Ford’s Theatre, The Goodman, Hartford Stage, The 
Huntington, La Jolla Playhouse, Long Wharf, The Old Globe, Shakespeare 
Theatre, Studio Theatre, Westport Playhouse, Williamstown Theatre Festival, 
Yale Repertory Theatre.

MINJAE KIM             (Sound Design | he/him) is a NY-based Korean-
Canadian theater artist and is excited to make his TheaterWorks Hartford 
debut. Recent select sound credits include Orange Julius (University of 
Vermont), The Other Americans (The Public; Assistant), The Inspector (Yale 
Rep), Metamorphoses (DGSD), rent free (DGSD), Cleansed (DGSD), and 
Match Girl (Cellunova). He holds an English/Theater BA from Princeton 
University and a Design (Sound) MFA from the David Geffen School of Drama 
at Yale University. mondayminjae.com

BILLY BIVONA (Original Music) is a NYC-based composer and multi-
instrumentalist whose work spans theater, classical, and contemporary music. 
He has composed original music for stage productions and collaborated 
with creative teams across regional and off-Broadway theater, including 
Constellations and The Sound Inside at TheaterWorks Hartford. From 
2019–2023, Billy toured North America as a guitarist on the First National 
Tour of Broadway’s Come From Away, and regularly writes, performs, and 
collaborates with various artists and producers across many genres. He is 
thrilled to be back with the TheaterWorks family!

TOM KOSIS (Stage Manager) The Counter marks Tom’s 18th production with 
TheaterWorks Hartford. Broadway: Mary Poppins, Side Show, The Scarlet 
Pimpernel, Flower Drum Song, Bye Bye Birdie, A Chorus Line, Ann, My Fair 
Lady, Grand Hotel, Nice Work If You Can Get It. National and International 
Tours: Irving Berlin’s White Christmas, A Chorus Line, Song & Dance, West Side 
Story, Dreamgirls. Tom was the Associate Director/Choreographer for The 
Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular. tomkosis.com

JEFF GRIFFIN (Managing Director) began as TheaterWorks Hartford’s 
first managing director in 2024. Previously, he served as Managing Director 
for Classic Stage Company and the Contemporary American Theater Festival. 
He has also filled various roles at New York City Center, LAByrinth Theater 
Company, Martha Graham Dance, Manhattan Theater Club, Alley Theater, 
Cincinnati Playhouse, and the Park Avenue Armory among others. He has 
additional experience with the SDC Foundation, the BMI Foundation and in 
television with MTV, NBC, and Fox. Jeff served on the boards of the Bushwick 
Starr and the Off-Broadway League and has a BS from the University of Texas 
and an MFA from the University of Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music.
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Audience Services Associate
Julianna Boris 
 
Front of House Interns 
Xavier Berrios
Ava Gründer
Noah LaPlante
Almi Morales
Zoe Elexis Poulin
Isa Saralegui

Hartt School Interns 
Marcel Cohen 
Angelica Easley
Nina Fleming
Ezra Nierenberg

Assistant Stage Manager 
Caroline Saltz

Props Lead
Lauren Marina

Assistant Lighting Design
Lucas Musgrave 

Scenic Painter 
Kailey Linden

Scenic Carpenters
Hannah Trobaugh  
Owen King
Natalie Brown

Stage Management Interns
Natalie Johanesen 
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TWH STAFF

FOR THIS PRODUCTION

Stephanie A. Johnson (President)
Kim Harrison  (Vice President) 
Larry Samplatsky (Treasurer)
Jennifer DiBella (Secretary)
Michael G. Albano (Past President) 
Dina Plapler (Past President)
Justis Bolding
Fernando Ferro
Grace Figueredo 

Marc T. Finer
Michelle Hay
Christopher R. Hayes
Larisa Kottke
Lee G. Kuckro 
Katherine Lambert
Françoise A. Miller
Kristen Phillip
Robert Pulito

SPECIAL THANKS
Peter Albano, Melanie Carr, Madeline Eldridge. 
And a very special thank you to Dan Whelton.
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PLATINUM PARTNERS
Gifts of $25,000+

 

Cheryl Chase and Stuart Bear Family Foundation
Richard P. Garmany Fund at Greater Hartford Gives Foundation

H. Zeus Goldberg*
Robert and Francine Goldfarb

Nancy and Jeffrey Hoffman
LAZ Parking

Marjorie E. Morrissey
Don Noel*

Theresa Waltz

GOLD PARTNERS

Gifts of $10,000+ 
 

Ivan A. Backer* and Paula Fisher
ETCH

Helen and Henry Frye
Adelle L Gersten Family Trust

Christine Hunihan*
Katherine J. Lambert

The Elizabeth M. Landon and Harriette M. Landon Charitable Foundation
Ted and Adlyn Loewenthal

The Katharine K. McLane and Henry R. McLane Charitable Trust
Richard E. and Paula Musgrave

Kristen M. Phillips and Matthew Schreck
Thomas W.* and Emily B. Nissley
Dina Plapler and Earl McMahon

Dr. Anne Rothstein and Jane Hellman
Elizabeth Schiro and Stephen Bayer

Elizabeth Vandeventer

SILVER PARTNERS

Gifts of $5,000+ 

Anonymous
Andrew Benator

Justis Bolding and Hank Guerrero
Grace Figueredo and Ken Gostyla

Ted and Kathy Fleming
Floyd W. Green, III
Kimberly Harrison

Suzanne M. Hopgood
Stephanie A. Johnson

William Knight and Jill Adams
Lee G. Kuckro

Marcia Lattimore
Bruce MacMillian

Joy McConnell
Françoise and Hans Miller

Susan Pollard
Larry Samplatsky and John Tackus

Jonathan and Sherry Schreiber
Margaret Sheehan

Kevin and Marcia Smith
Prasad Srinivasan and Kala Prasad

Larry Starr
Allan B. and Sally S. Taylor

The Zachs Family Foundation

8.1.24 – 2.2.26
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James Adams and Sylvia Ounpuu
Michael G. Albano and Nancy B. 	
   Alisberg
Gregory and Mona Anderson
Anonymous
Joyce and Richard Armstrong
John and Laura Berman
George Bouthet
Whitney Boynton and Kevin Galvin
Ellen M. Brown
James Bruno and William Gratz
Alison and Cameron Burns
Claire and Scott Burns
Karen K. Byrne
John Cariani
Ann M. Catino
Jonathan P. Clark
James N. and Amy Jane Cohen
James P. Condren and Ellen J. Robinson
Tammy Conley and Roselinde Torres
James and Sheryll-Ann Covill
Diane Ellsworth
Stanley and Susan P. Fellman
Laura and Marc Finer
Muriel and Karl Fleischmann
Jerry and Ida Franklin
Catherine Franks
William Fuller
John Q. and Tracy Gale
The Gawlicki Family Foundation
Ken and Jennifer Geisler
Peter Grzybala and Diane Korntheuer 
Debra Guss
Bradley Harper and Scott Walter
Hartford Lumber Company
Christopher Hayes
Elaine Hobart
Warren Hollister
Susan Holmes and Bessy Reyna

Douglas and Tita Hyland
Sharon and David Jepson
David and Jan Klein
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Kosto
Larisa Kottke and Evan Buchberger
Christopher Larsen
Ann and Bill Lazarek
Judy Lewis
Steve and Sheila Litchfield
Corrinne and Joel Lomazzo
Guy and Sharon Marhewka
Barri R. Marks and Woody Exley
Leta W. Marks*
Max Restaurant Group
Erin McGurk
Barbara Nimmich
Beverly and Charles Michael O’Halloran
Bill and Joy O’Sullivan
Felix Okwaning
Joseph Pace
Gerald Pastor and Jane Porterfield
Bob and Patti Pulito
Christina and Ezra Ripple
Joel and Susan Rottner
Richard and Raimi Slater
Leslie Smith and Philip Wellman
Jeff Snyder and Alexandra Laliberte
Karen Lee Snyder
Sally Speer
Beatrise Srams
Catherine and Keith Stevenson
Robert Stillman and Leslie Fass
Donna M. and Sam Stout
Robert H. Tabshey
Lynne Tapper and Leland Brandt
Humphrey Tonkin and Jane Edwards
Maria Tsitsirides
Randall Wilcox and Richard Costabile
Marie and Brian Zwarych

BRONZE PARTNERS 
Gifts of $2,500+

Doug and Sheryl Adkins
Staci Bachman
Thomas O. and Melanie A. Barnes
Lynn Beaulieu and Gerry Lupacchino
Alison and Tony Caxide
Amy Charney and Lewis K. Wise
Isaac and Jamie Cohen
William T. Gough and Jane Cook
Marie Dudley
Catherine Godin
Angeline and David Hein

Jeffrey Lieber
Kenneth and Cynthia Malm
Jill and Martin Mass
Michael and Jia Monts
Eric D. Ort and Duff Ashmead
Joan and Barry Richter
James M. Salemi and Kenneth J. 	
   Bartschi
Helen Sly
Ruth and Howard Sovronsky

A great way to support the theater is to consider adding TWH 
in your estate planning. If you have, please let us know 

so we can thank you.
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Maureen and James E. Dougherty
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David and Peggy Fay
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Richard and Amy Fechtor
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Michael and Evelyn Fishman
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Megan and Jay Goldstein
Robert and Lee Goode
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David and Rachel Griffin
Pierre and MaryEllen Guertin
Laura Harris
Brian E. Harvey and Sherry A. Manetta
Erik Haslun
Frank Haviland
Joshua Hawks-Ladds
Ronald V. and Patricia Hensley
Donna Lynn and Jay Hilton
Kathleen Hoffman
Marcia and John Horan
Jacqueline Hubbard and Norman 
Needleman
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HONORARY GIFTS 

In Honor of Michael Albano
Tracy Flater and Tony Falcetti
John Montano

In Honor of Justis Bolding
Ruth Nerken

In Honor of Helena Cardoso
Heather and Philip Dilorenzo

In Honor of Cheryl Chase
Barbara Flynn

In Honor of Josh Demers
Larry and Nancy Nathan

In Honor of Josh Demers and Dina Silva
Helen and Henry Frye

In Honor of Mara Dresner
Carol Ann Gershenson

In Honor of Katherine J. Lambert
Diane C. MacDonald
Lisa Beers
Marilyn Stoudt

In Honor of Jacques Lamarre
Paul Broxterman and  
Laura R. Soll-Broxterman

In Honor of Gerry Lupacchino
Richard and Marilyn Neumayer

In Honor of Dina Plapler 
Tracy Flater and Tony Falcetti

In Honor of Dina Plapler and  
Earl McMahon
Amy Gallent

In Honor of Amy B. Robinson
Lewis J. Robinson

In Honor of Rob Ruggiero
Humphrey Tonkin and Jane Edwards
Harriet Unger

In Honor of Rob Ruggiero and Staff
Johanna Morrison

In Honor of TWH 40th Anniversary
Paula K. Corrao

Donald N. and Regina M. Miller
Barbara Mitchell
Brian Molinari and Kristan Pierz
Susan Monks
Polly Moon
Johanna Morrison
Mary Lee Morrison
Richard and Marilyn Neumayer
Kathy and Walter Nicksa
Emily Noel
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   O’Brien
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Richard Orr and Cynthia Courtney
Alan and Michele Parker
Richard and Robin Pearson
MaryJane Perrier
Adam E. and Alison S. Perrin
Paul M. Plutnicki
Raphael Podolsky and Jill Mehler
David and Rennie Polk
Leslie Pollack
Frances Porter
Mary Ellen and George Porter
Laura Post and Mark Pazniokas
Naomi H. Rafalowicz
Jo-Anne Rankin and John Williams
Ann Reed
Martha Rhine
Annemarie H. Riemer
Margaret Riley
Jo Ann Roberts
Nancy and Stephen Roberts
Barbara Rubin
Mary Beth Russell
William Goba and Joan Russoniello-	
   Goba

Jennifer and Christian Sager
Martha Sandefer and Frederick 	
   Sweitzer
Dency C. Sargent
Phyllis Satter
Roberta P. and Philip A. Schmidt
Malcolm and Sally Schneider
Leon H. and Brenda Seitelman
Gerard Selzer
Sandra L. Shaner
Joseph Shortell and Sara Bernstein
Penny and Steve Sigal
Gilbert and Ruth L. Small
Shirley Waldron
Tyler Smith and Lyn Walker
Lori and Brian Sparks
Catherine J. Spera
Felix J. and Helene L. Springer
Glenn Stanisewski
Deborah and Jeffrey E. Stein
Marilyn Stoudt
Kevin Sullivan
Stephen Taylor and James P. Vilasuso
Roberto Tollis and Peter Chester
Kevin and Carol Toomey
Douglas and Mildred Unfried
Orlando Velazco
Irene Watson
Arthur Edward Webster
Robert and Penelope Whalen
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Dan and Isabelle Whelton
Gretchen H. and Alan Wiedie
Karen and Philip Will
Kim Wisner
Peter M. and Ellen T. Zeman
Elliot Zweig and Doreen Fundiller-Zweig
		  	       *deceased
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MEMORIAL GIFTS 

In Memory of Richard G. Broad
Patti Broad

In Memory of Gail Cooper Hecht
Jill Gordon

In Memory of Donna Corcoran
Linda Ryan

In Memory of Michael Dunning
Warren Hollister

In Memory of Claire and Jerome 
Evans
James N. and Amy Jane Cohen

In Memory of Claire Evans
Jean B. Blair

In Memory of Dr. Albert Geetter
Susannah Landis

In Memory of Beverly G. Himelstein
Michael J. Moran

In Memory of Joan Hurwitz
Doreen Linton

In Memory of Leta Marks
Robert Duncan and Charles Kinney
Stanley and Susan P. Fellman

In Memory of Lester McBride
Beatrice Sullivan

In Memory of Stephan Niklaus
Christine Fisch

In Memory of Patricia C. Notter
Warren Hollister

In Memory of Fred and Annabelle 
Schwartz, Norman and Gertrude Riback
Leslie Riback

In Memory of Our Parents: Bob & Althea 
Shirley and Eugene & Jane Perrin
Adam E. and Alison S. Perrin

In Memory of Rob Sniffin
Eleanor Reppy

In Memory of Francis Spera
Catherine J. Spera

In Memory of Elizabeth Walsh
Karen Murphy

In Memory of Carol and Paul
Christine and Kenneth Arch

SPECIAL THANKS

SATURDAY, 5.16.26

Steven Abrams 
Mayor Arunan Arulampalam
Duff Ashmead and Eric Ort                                                                      
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Floyd W. Green, III
John and Norma Green
Nancy and Jeffrey Hoffman

40TH ANNIVERSARY HONORARY COMMITTEE

Brad and Jill Hutensky
Douglas and Tita Hyland 
Ted and Adlyn Loewenthal
Gerard Lupacchino
Marjorie E. Morrissey
Chion Wolf
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