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LeBron James and Cleveland

Although you don’t need to be a basketball fan to understand this play, 
if you heard “King James” and thought it was about the Bible or 
Shakespeare, rather than the NBA’s all-time highest scorer, you may 
appreciate a little context about LeBron James and the City of Cleveland. 

Our play spans 2004-2016, beginning with LeBron’s rookie season -- a 
sudden success for Cleveland after decades of sports humiliation. Despite 
many wins, the Cavaliers struggled to win the championship, and in 2010, 
LeBron left for the Miami Heat, prompting extreme fan backlash. After 
success in Miami, LeBron returned to Cleveland in 2014, and in 2016 broke 
the city’s 50 year sports curse. 

And that is the backdrop for this story of friendship (with a little basketball).    

    – Naysan Mojgani, Dramaturg
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WHO

GREGORY PERRI (Matt) is making his TheaterWorks Hartford 
debut. Gregory recently served as the understudy for Matt in MTC’s 
production of King James. Other select NY credits include: Good 
People (Broadway, MTC), Idea of Me (Cherry Lane Theater), A Loss 
of Roses (Peccadillo). Select regional credits include Smart People 
(Arena Stage), The Whipping Man (Syracuse Stage), Macbeth and The 
Comedy of Errors (Shakespeare on the Sound). TV: The Other Two, New 
Amsterdam, FBI: Most Wanted, The Jack and Triumph Show, The Good 
Wife. Select Film: Not Fade Away, The Wolf of Wall Street, All is Bright, 
Bastards of Young, Thinking with Richard. MFA: Rutgers University.

GEORGE ANTHONY RICHARDSON (Shawn) is making his 
TheaterWorks Hartford debut. The roots of George Anthony 
Richardson are grounded in Merced, CA. A 2021 graduate of The Juilliard 
School, past productions include Tanya Barfield’s Blue Door (Juilliard), and 
Cardboard Piano by Hansol Jung. He made his Broadway debut in the 
2023 Tony Award-winning revival of Suzan Lori-Parks’ Topdog/Underdog 
before completing another run of the play at Palm Beach Dramaworks. 
Developing a keen lens for the human capacity through storytelling as an 
actor has propelled him to step into writing and directing as well. Anthony’s 
past directing credits include the Off-Broadway production of Tearrance 
Arvelle Chisholm’s Hooded; or Being Black For Dummies at 59e59 Theaters. 
IG @_anthonyrich

RAJIV JOSEPH’S (Playwright) play Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo 
was a 2010 Pulitzer Prize finalist for Drama and also awarded a grant 
for Outstanding New American Play by the National Endowment for 
the Arts. He has twice won the Obie Award for Best New American 
Play, first in 2016 with Guards at the Taj (also a 2016 Lortel Winner for 
Best Play) and for Describe the Night. Other plays include Archduke, 
Gruesome Playground Injuries, Animals Out of Paper, The Lake Effect, The 
North Pool and Mr. Wolf. Joseph has been awarded artistic grants 
from the Whiting Foundation, United States Artists and the Harold & 
Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust. He is currently a Language Lecturer 
at NYU with the School of Art and Public Policy and the Expository 
Writing Program. He served for three years in the Peace Corps in 
Senegal, West Africa and now lives in Brooklyn, NY.

ROB RUGGIERO (Director/Artistic Director) Now in his 13th season as 
artistic director at TheaterWorks Hartford, Rob has directed dozens 
of local premieres including Fever Dreams, The Garbologists, Fun Home, 
The Legend of Georgia McBride, Next to Normal, Relativity (starring 
Richard Dreyfuss), and Christmas on the Rocks, which he also conceived. 
Broadway: Looped (starring Valerie Harper); High (starring Kathleen 
Turner, premiered at TWH). Rob conceived and directed the musical revue 
Make Me a Song: The Music of William Finn which ran off-Broadway, and 
conceived and directed the musical Ella, which saw sold-out runs in 24 
regional theaters and a National Tour. His work can also be seen across 
the country at Goodspeed, The Muny, St. Louis Rep, Cincinnati Playhouse, 
among other regional theaters. Rob also directed Fiddler on the Roof in 
Athens, Greece.

LUKE CANTARELLA (Set Design) is pleased to be returning to 
TheaterWorks Hartford. His favorite projects at TWH include this 
season’s Fever Dreams, Fun Home, The Understudy, Woody Sez, and 
Lobby Hero. His work has been seen at theaters nationwide including the 
Repertory Theater of St. Louis, The Muny, A.R.T., Yale Repertory Theater, 
Pittsburgh Public, the Atlantic, and many others. Upcoming: Women With 



Eyes Closed (Pittsburgh Opera), Cunning Little Vixen (DMMO), Of Mice 
and Men (Houston Grand Opera). Film/TV: Call Jane, The Plot Against 
America, Players, Julie & Julia.  Awards: Connecticut Critics Circle, Kevin 
Kline, Barrymore, St. Louis Critics Circle, Joseph Jefferson. Luke is the chair 
of Film and Screen Studies at Pace University. lukecantarella.com

DANIELLE PRESTON (Costume Design) is a costume designer based 
in Washington, D.C. This is her Theaterworks Hartford debut. Recent 
regional credits include Topdog/Underdog at Round House, Primary 
Trust and Blues for an Alabama Sky at Barrington Stage Company, The 
Sensational Sea Minkettes at Woolly Mammoth Theatre, Queens Girl: 
Black in the Green Mountains at Everyman Theater, Primary Trust, Passing 
Strange and Penelope at Signature Theatre, Long Way Down and A Nice 
Indian Boy at Olney Theatre Center, At The Wedding, Fat Ham, Clyde’s at 
Studio Theatre. She holds an MFA in Costume Design from the University of 
North Carolina School of the Arts. daniellepreston.com  
  
JOHN LASITER (Lighting Design) King James marks John’s 53rd show 
at TheaterWorks Hartford and his 26th year of association with the 
theater. Broadway: High starring Kathleen Turner. Regional: Actors Theatre 
of Louisville, Arena Stage, Arizona Repertory Theatre, Asolo Repertory 
Theatre, Center Stage, Cincinnati Playhouse, Cleveland Play House, Dallas 
Theater Center, Florida Stage, George Street Playhouse, Geva Theatre, 
Goodspeed Musicals, The Guthrie Theater, Hartford Stage, Long Wharf 
Theater, Milwaukee Repertory Theater, The Muny in St. Louis, Pioneer 
Theater Company, Paper Mill Playhouse, Pittsburgh Public Theater, South 
Coast Repertory, Syracuse Stage, Virginia Stage Company and Repertory 
Theatre of St. Louis. Off-Broadway: Alarm Dog Repertory Company, Blue 
Light Theater Company. johnlasiter.com

KEVIN L. ALEXANDER (Sound Design) is thrilled to join 
TheaterWorks Hartford for this production of King James. Recent 
regional credits include Spells of the Sea and Acoustic Rooster’s Barnyard 
Boogie (Kennedy Center), Long Way Down (Olney Theatre), Quilters (1st 
Stage), Miss Nelson is Missing (Imagination Stage), Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
(First Stage Milwaukee), and Once on This Island (Constellation Theatre). 
Kevin holds a Master’s in Entertainment Business from Full Sail University 
and a Bachelor’s in Theatre from the University of Maryland.

SARAH COONEY (Casting Director) is Round House Theatre’s Casting 
Director & Associate Producer. With Binder Casting, she cast The Lion 
King Broadway and National Touring productions and the Encores! series 
at New York City Center. In addition to casting for Round House, other 
Washington DC casting credits include The Kennedy Center, Signature 
Theatre, Shakespeare Theatre Company, Studio Theatre, Olney Theatre 
Center, and Rep Stage. Other Regional casting credits include Barrington 
Stage, Hartford Stage, Seattle Rep, Drury Lane Theatre, Weston Playhouse, 
McCarter Theatre, ACT of Connecticut, and others. Film and TV casting 
credits include The Big Sick (Apatow Productions), Crashing (HBO), Kevin 
Can Wait (CBS), and Clipped (HGTV). Sarah taught at West Virginia 
University and is a New York University alum.

NAYSAN MOJGANI (Dramaturg) is making his TheaterWorks Hartford 
debut. As former Associate Artistic Director of Round House Theatre, 
Naysan’s dramaturgical and producing work includes new plays by Morgan 
Gould, Aaron Posner, Inda Craig-Galván, Mary Kathryn Nagle, and Sharyn 
Rothstein, among others. Additionally, Naysan has worked with theaters 
across the country, including Arena Stage, La Jolla Playhouse, Theatre 
Squared, Signature Theatre, and CATF.  PhD: UC San Diego. nmojgani.com
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KING JAMES CREW

TONY N. KING (Assistant Director) makes his TheaterWorks 
Hartford debut with King James and is thrilled to join the directorial 
team. A multi-hyphenate artist, Tony works on stage, television, and as a 
playwright and voice-over actor, recently voicing for the 2024 Masters 
Tournament. He is represented by Avalon Artists Group and Innovative 
Artists. Notable stage credits include The Royale (Jay Jackson), Rent 
(Tom Collins), A Raisin in the Sun (Asagai), Toni Stone (King Tut), and 
Little Shop of Horrors (Audrey II). Tony holds an MFA in Acting from the 
University of Connecticut.   tonynking.com.

TOM KOSIS (Stage Manager) King James marks Tom’s 13th production 
with TheaterWorks Hartford. Broadway: Mary Poppins, Side Show, The 
Scarlet Pimpernel, Flower Drum Song, Bye Bye Birdie, A Chorus Line, Ann, 
My Fair Lady, Grand Hotel, Nice Work If You Can Get It. National and 
International Tours: Irving Berlin’s White Christmas, A Chorus Line, Song 
& Dance, West Side Story, Dreamgirls. Tom was the Associate Director/
Choreographer for The Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular. 
tomkosis.com

ROUND HOUSE THEATRE:  Dubbed the “current meteor in DC theatre” 
by Peter Marks of The Washington Post, Round House Theatre is one of 
the “Big Six” professional theaters in the Washington, DC area. Round 
House is a theater for everyone. They enrich their community through 
bold, outstanding theatrical and educational experiences that inspire 
empathy and demand conversation. roundhousetheatre.org

BARRINGTON STAGE CO (BSC) is a not-for-profit professional theatre 
company in the Berkshires (MA) with a three-fold mission: to produce 
top-notch, compelling work; to develop new plays and musicals; and 
to engage community with vibrant, inclusive educational outreach 
programs. Barrington Stage creates theatre experiences that engage 
and excite audiences by entertaining as well as challenging them with 
the most dynamic and provocative productions possible. BSC creates 
a platform for new voices and diverse perspectives that drives all of 
their work: productions, educational programming and community 
engagement. barringtonstageco.org
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Full-Court Friendship: The Origins of King James
By Naysan Mojgani, Dramaturg

Many friendships involve sitting at a bar, watching basketball, and 
arguing with each other. For playwright Rajiv Joseph and actor 
Glenn Davis, that’s how their friendship began. But in their case, that 
friendship and their shared love of basketball grew into KING JAMES 
– a play about friendship between two basketball fans.

Years before Rajiv started writing KING JAMES, the two men first 
met while working on the 2009 world premiere of Rajiv’s first major 
play, Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo. (Glenn had, appropriately 
enough, heard about the play during a game of pickup basketball 
with another actor.) During rehearsals for Bengal Tiger, the two men 
would spend their dinner breaks at Rush Street sports bar watching 
LeBron James and the Cleveland Cavaliers in the playoffs. This was 
both the foundation of their friendship and the seed for KING JAMES: 
it was during these nights at the bar where the Cleveland-born Rajiv 
and the Chicago-transplant Glenn would debate whether LeBron or 
Michael Jordan was truly the Greatest Of All Time. One night, Glenn 
challenged Rajiv to write a play about the GOAT, to which Rajiv 
replied “Okay, I’ll write a play about LeBron.” Additionally (and more 
seriously), Glenn suggested his friend write a two-person play for him 
to perform in, ideally at Steppenwolf. Those two challenges eventually 
connected, resulting in KING JAMES.

Looking back on the early stages of the play, Rajiv says it started with 
nostalgia: “I had been rooting for LeBron for so many years at that 
point. I was aware of how much this guy had been in my life, and I 
think I was feeling pre-nostalgia. You know, ‘it’s gonna be sad when 
LeBron’s no longer playing basketball, when this guy’s no longer 
in my life as an athlete.’ And when I feel that pang of nostalgia, my 
instinct is to write about it. Because that’s a way of holding on to 
something.”

As a Cleveland native, there are other touches of nostalgia woven 
into the play. For instance, the first half of the play is set at La Cave 
du Vin, an actual Cleveland wine bar where Rajiv and his college 
friends were regulars. The second half takes place in Armand’s, a 
family-run antique shop: it too is based on a real place. “Not quite as 
crazy as it’s presented in the play, but there was a consignment shop 
that I bought my first tuxedo at, a used tuxedo, when I was a junior 
in high school, called Armand’s Echo. And I always laughed at that 
name, I thought that name was so interesting. So I named this place 
Armand’s.”

But the heart of the play is friendship. Specifically, that uniquely 
masculine friendship, where sports provides a cover for the emotional 
vulnerability that men have traditionally not allowed themselves to 
express. As Glenn puts it, in discussing the GOAT debate, “It’s a way 
that we relate. It’s not meant to end, it’s not meant to convince. It’s a 
way of saying to the other person ‘I appreciate you, and I want to be 
engaged in this dialogue with you. I appreciate who you are in my 
life.”



WHO

Accounting Resources, Inc.
Michael G. Albano and Nancy B.  
   Alisberg
P. K. and Phoebe R. Allen
Anonymous
Mr. Peter Arakas and Ms. Karen  
   Kellerman
Virginia Argenio
Stephen and Judy August
Phil Ayoub
James E. and Karen Bachman
Ivan A. Backer* and Paula Fisher
Lynn Beaulieu and Gerry Lupacchino
Martha and Bob Belliveau
John and Laura Berman
Vanita Bhalla
John W. Bialobrzeski and Janet Rooney
Geraldine L. and Vernon A. Biederman
Justis Bolding and Hank Guerrero
Anne and Bruce Bowman
Patti Broad
Chester and Glenna Brodnicki
James Bruno and William Gratz
Alison Burns
Mary Busick and Michael Ungaro
Ken Byer and Anthony Michalak
Patricia Carrigan
Polly Champ
Ted Chapin
Amy Charney and Lewis K. Wise
Martin and Lorry Clayman
Patrick and Elena Coffey
Len Comeau
Catherine Conlin
Susan B. Coogan
Keith R. Cudworth
Evan Cowles and Brie Quinby
Marisa Dal Ponte
Marjorie and Ronald Debold
Ms. Nancy M. Depalma
Jennifer and Marc A. DiBella
Sharon F. and George Dickerman
Marian Dziama and Karen Cormier
Tracy Flater and Tony Falcetti
Susan Fay
Art Feltman and Dale James Wallington
Grace Figueredo and Ken Gostyla
Muriel and Karl Fleischmann
Joan Fox
Arthur Franklin
Jerry and Ida Franklin
Catherine Franks

Helen and Henry Frye
Michael Fuss
Barbara Gallo
Carol and Peter Ganick
Ken and Jennifer Geisler
Kathleen Gilrain
Robert and Francine Goldfarb
Felice Goldman
Firooz and Maria Golkar
William T. Gough and Jane Cook
Eileen Griffin
Thomas Gugliotti
iliana Guibert
Lillian G. Harter
John and Kelly Hartman Foundation
Christopher Hayes
Ronald V. and Patricia Hensley
Donna Lynn and Jay Hilton
Warren Hollister
Beverly J. and Richard L. Hughes III
Polly Huntington
Susan Huntington
Sandra Jacobus
Valerie and Mathew Jasinski
Evan H. Johnson and Kevin Chick
Stephanie Johnson
James J. Keller and Candice M. 
   Chirgotis
Kathy and Edward Kennedy
Judith and Richard T. Keppelman
Adam Kievman
Kitchen and Bath Design Construction
Dr. Alan and Lydia Klatsky
David and Jan Klein
Linda Koflanovich
Michele and Dane Kostin
Darwin W. and Susan Kovacs
Lee G. Kuckro
Nancy and Jerry Lahman
Supriya and Vijay Laknidhi
Katherine J. Lambert
Annette Landry
Christopher Larsen
Marcia Lattimore
John W. and Joyce R. Lemega
Sherwood and Gwendolyn Lewis
Peggy Lorence
Betsy MacDermid



Diane Mack and Robin Gilmartin
Glen MacLeod
David T. and Judith W. Macri
Gloria Magliozzi
Lenore Mand
Judith C. and David L. McChesney
Joy McConnell
Kenton McCoy
E John McGarvey
Freddie and Dennis McInerney
Thomas and Marjorie Michalski
Donald N. and Regina M. Miller
Rachel Miller
Marjorie E. Morrissey
Richard E. and Paula Musgrave
Barbie Nadal-Cristofaro and Victor
    Cristofaro
Nassau
Wilbur J. and Amy Sevell Nelson
Kathy and Walter Nicksa
Jo Nol
Julia Powell O’Brien and James O’Brien
Dottie O’Meara
Bill and Joy O’Sullivan
Eric D. Ort and Duff Ashmead
Nancy Pacht
Linda Parent
The Estate of Marlene G. Passman
Saul and Joanne Pasternack
Gerald Pastor and Jane Porterfield
Carole Anne Pepe
Kristen M. Phillips and Matthew Schreck
Dina Plapler and Earl McMahon
Rochelle Pleet
Leslie Pollack
Susan Pollard
Roberta W. Prescott* and Robert O.
    Hurwitz*
Bob and Patti Pulito
Susan Rathgeber
Martey S. Rhine
Margaret and Charles Rich
Margaret Rick
Cynthia Rider
Judith Rifkin
Christina and Ezra Ripple

Robert Rodner
Gilda Roncari
Sari and Jim Rosokoff
Marjorie Ross
Dr. Anne Rothstein and Jane Hellman
Barbara Rubin
Linda Ryan
Jennifer and Christian Sager
Larry Samplatsky and John Tackus
Phyllis and Austin Sheridan
Dina Silva
Mary Silverberg and Joseph 
   Kolczynksi
The Carol Sirot Foundation
Jen and Kenneth Siskind
Helen and Nelson Sly
Gilbert and Ruth L. Small
Leslie Smith and Philip Wellman
Kevin and Marcia Smith
Larry Starr
Kate Steven
Dot and George Stone
Donna M. and Sam Stout
Mervyn Strauss
Robert H. Tabshey
Eleanor D. Tener
The Ruth G. Timme Family 
   Foundation
Roberto Tollis and Peter Chester
Karen Tomasko and Robert 
   Goodman
Humphrey Tonkin and Jane Edwards
Joshua Torrance
Travelers
Mary Lee Morrison
Elizabeth Vandeventer
Hope W. Vath
Theresa Waltz
Linda Webber
Judith and Joel Weisman
Gary Wnek
John Wyszniewski
Peter M. and Ellen T. Zeman

                                 *deceased

12.31.24



46 LASALLE ROAD  WEST HARTFORD  860.521.3015
170 GLASTONBURY BLVD.  GLASTONBURY  860.659.8510

MOHEGAN SUN   WESTPORT   WELLESLEY   LBGREEN.COM

QUALITY  •  VALUE  •  SELECTION


