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from the director

| have wanted to direct THE RIVER since | saw it on
Broadway with Hugh Jackman a few years ago. | was
mesmerized by the story — the enticing ambiguity of
the play lingered with me far past my experience in
the theater. “When we find each other, are we trying
to recapture someone we once lost?” It’s a provacative
question | felt compelled to explore.

THE RIVER is a refreshing take on yearning. | love the
poetry and humanity of this work. And | am intrigued by
the desire to recapture something that has vanished...
the struggle with the “emotional ghosts” of life.

| am no fisherman, but the visceral nature of baiting and
hooking, catching and releasing — the push and pull
within the act was enthralling on the stage, and in the
beauty of Jez’s written words.

Love is an ephemeral thing. Once in your hands, it can
quickly slip out of reach. The longing for that time

is both beautiful and incessant. To share that kind of
intimacy with you, in our space, is just the way | want to
start this next season. In the intimate darkness of THE
RIVER, in our perfect gem of a space, we launch into
something new, reminiscing on things past and reaching

for things soon to come.
Rob Ruggiero

‘At the still point of the turning world. Neither flesh nor fleshless;

Neither from nor towards; at the still point, there the dance is,
But neither arrest nor movevment. And do not call it fixity,
Where past and future are gathered. Neither movement from
nor towards,

Neither ascent nor decline. Except for the point, the still point,
There would be no dance, and there is only the dance.’

T.S. Eliot, ‘Burnt Norton’, Four Quartets

#The River
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#DoHtLookAway . #TheaterWorks
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THE RIVER

by Jez Butterworth

directed by Rob Ruggierot

THE CAST
(in order of appearance)
The Woman ANDREA GOSS*
The Man BILLY CARTER*
The Other Woman JASMINE BATCHELOR*

A cabin on the cliffs, above the river.

BRIAN PRATHER
TRICIA BARSAMIAN

Set Design
Costume Design
Lighting Design JOHN LASITER

Sound Design FREDERICK KENNEDY
Casting McCORKLE CASTING
Associate Director TANEISHA DUGGAN

BRIDGET SULLIVAN
KATE J. CUDWORTH*
JOHANNA MORRISON

Production Manager
Stage Manager
Dialect Coach

Cover Design by WondriskaRusso
Photo by Mike Marques

The River was first produced by the Royal Court Theatre, London, in the Jerwood
Theatre Upstairs from October 18 to November 17, 2012.

Original Broadway production produced by Sonia Friedman Productions,
Stuart Thompson, Scott Rudin, Roger Berlind, Colin Callender, Scott Landis,
Tulchin Bartner Productions.

t Associate Member of SDC, Stage Directors and Choreographers Society.

* Member of Actors’ Equity Association, Union of Professional Actors
and Stage Managers in the U.S.

 TheaterWorks is celebrating its 33rd season as a non-profit,

professional theater company. Founded in 1985.

THE RIVER
is the 1st production of the 2018-2019 Season.
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JASMINE BATCHELOR (The Other Woman)
is thrilled to be making her TheaterWorks
debut. Recent credits include A Raisin in the
Sun (Two River Theater), the World Premiere
of Toni Morrison’s JAZZ (Baltimore Center
Stage), REDWOOD (MTC Reading Series), Ain’t
No Mo’ (NYTW Reading Series), Hop Tha A
(Ars Nova Out Loud), A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream, Julius
Caesar, and Timon of Athens (Shakespeare Theatre of NJ).
Film/TV credits include New Amsterdam (NBC), The Good
Fight (CBS), The Affair (Showtime), and Miss 2059 (Go90 /
New Form Digital). Education: The Juilliard School.

BILLY CARTER (The Man) is making his
TheaterWorks debut. He recently appeared

in the U.S premiere of Martin McDonagh'’s
latest play Hangmen at Atlantic Theater
Company. Broadway: A Moon for The
Misbegotten. Off-Broadway: lan in Shining
City opposite Matthew Broderick, The Weir,
Port Authority, 39 Steps, Samuel Beckett’s
All That Fall opposite Michael Gambon and as Thomas
Stockmann in An Enemy of the People (Guthrie). Billy has
worked extensively in London and throughout the UK and
Ireland at the following: Royal Shakespeare Company, Royal
National Theater, Royal Court, Almedia, Lyric Hammersmith
and Abbey Theater, Dublin. London, West-End: Birdsong dir.
Trevor Nunn, The Malcontent, Island Princess, Eastward Ho!
and The Roman Actor (RSC), Macbeth, | Can’t Sing! opposite
Cynthia Erivo at The London Palladium. TV: Best known for
Thomas Andrews in Titanic: Blood and Steel opposite Derek
Jacobi (Starz/Amazon) Other: Luke Cage, Turn, Sons of
Liberty, and as series regular for various BBC. Film: Festival
(Pathe) Up On The Roof (Film 4)

ANDREA GOSS (The Woman) is making

her TheaterWorks debut. Broadway: /ndecent,

Cabaret, Once, Rent. National Tours: Cabaret

(Sally Bowles) Regional: Jane Eyre revised

» world premiere (Cleveland Musical Theatre),
= A Civil War Christmas (Baltimore Center

Stage), Once (Engeman), Striking 12 (TUTS/

Queensbury Theatre), Zorro (Alliance),
A Christmas Carol (McCarter), Venice (Center Theatre
Group/Kansas City Rep), Tarzan (North Shore), High School
Musical (St. Louis MUNY), The Sound of Music and Big River
(Syracuse Stage). NYC Readings/Workshops - Beau, K-Pop,
Zapata, August Rush, Freckleface Strawberry, Casanova
Returns. Film: Rent: Filmed Live on Broadway. Thanks and
love to my family and CGF.

JEZ BUTTERWORTH (Playwright) Stage plays include
Mojo (1995); The Night Heron (2002), a gangster drama set
around a club in 1950s Soho, Winterling (2006), Parlour Song
(2009) and the multi award-winning comedy, Jerusalem
(2009), starring Mark Rylance as Johnny Byron. In 2009,
Jerusalem was named second in The Times Top Twenty Plays
of the Decade, and opened on Broadway, New York in 2011.
He also adapted the plays Mojo in 1997 and Huge in 1993 for

the screen. Other screenplays are Night of the Golden Brain
and Christmas, in 1993 and 1996 respectively, both written
with his brother Tom Butterworth. He wrote the screenplay
for Birthday Girl, 2001, starring Nicole Kidman, and The Last
Legion in 2007. His screenplay Fair Game, was written with
his brother John Henry Butterworth, telling the story of
Valerie Plume, the CIA spy. He co-wrote Spectre, the latest
James Bond film, released in 2015. He is also an actor and
director.

ROB RUGGIERO (Director / Producing
Artistic Director) has been part of
TheaterWorks artistic leadership for 25
years. He has directed over 50 shows,
including The Legend of Georgia McBride,
Constellations, Next to Normal, Relativity,
T\ Sex with Strangers, Christmas on the Rocks,
The Other Place and Time Stands Still. His Broadway credits
include Looped (starring Valerie Harper in a Tony-nominated
performance) and High (starring Kathleen Turner). Off-
Broadway, he conceived and directed the musical revue
Make Me a Song: The Music of William Finn (Nominated for
Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle Awards). Rob conceived
and directed El/la, a musical portrait of Ella Fitzgerald, which
has been seen at 24 regional theaters and on National Tour.
His work has received multiple awards in Connecticut and
around the United States. In his eleventh collaboration with
Goodspeed Musicals, Rob directed Oliver. He also directed
highly successful productions of Rags, La Cage aux Folles,
Fiddler on the Roof (Connecticut Critic’s Circle Award for
Best Direction), The Most Happy Fella (Connecticut Critic’s
Circle Award for Best Direction), Carousel/ (Broadway World
Award), Annie Get Your Gun, Camelot, Big River and 1776.
His adaptation of Show Boat is now being licensed by the
Rogers & Hammerstein Organization. www.robruggiero.com

BRIAN PRATHER (Set Design) is excited to return to
TheaterWorks after previously designing Relativity. Other
past TheaterWorks credits include Sex With Strangers,
Playing the Assassin, Dancing Lessons, Shakespeare’s R&J,
The Exonerated, among others. Recent Off-Broadway:
Heartbreak House (GTG), Daniel’s Husband (Primary Stages),
Widowers’ Houses (TACT/Gingold), A Christmas Carol (St.
Clement’s), Becoming Dr. Ruth (Westside), Freud’s Last
Session (New World Stages), and The Burnt Part Boys
(Playwrights Horizons). International: Chung-mu Art Hall
(South Korea). Regional: Alley Theatre, Goodspeed Musicals,
Barrington Stage Co., Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey,
Capitol Rep., among many others. Joseph Jefferson Award
(Chicago) winner, Emmy nomination (New England) for “The
Kate” concert series on CT Public Television, Associate Artist
at Barrington Stage Co. and member of USA Local 829. See
Brian’s work at brianprather.com.

TRICIA BARSAMIAN (Costume Design) TheaterWorks:
Next to Normal. NY: KPOP (Lucille Lortel nomination),
Sweetee, Paradiso, Empire Travel Agency 1.0, Does it Hurt
When | Do This? (Woodshed Collective), Yank! A WWI|
Love Story, Sistas: The Musical. Regional: The Alley Theatre,



Barrington Stage Company, Hartford Stage, Virginia Stage
Company, John W. Engeman Theater, Resident Ensemble
Players. Select associate/asst costume design: Mean Girls,
Madonna Rebel Heart Tour, American Psycho, Something
Rotten!, The Queen of the Night (The Diamond Horseshoe),
Annie, Hands on a Hardbody, Taylor Swift Speak Now Tour,
Sondheim on Sondheim. Tricia holds an MFA from NYU and a
BFA in design from North Carolina School of the Arts.

JOHN LASITER (Lighting Design) THE RIVER marks John’s
45th show at TheaterWorks and his 24th year of association
with the theater. Broadway: High starring Kathleen Turner.
Regional: Actors Theatre of Louisville, Arena Stage, Arizona
Repertory Theatre, Asolo Repertory Theatre, Center Stage,
Cincinnati Playhouse, Cleveland Play House, Dallas Theater
Center, Florida Stage, George Street Playhouse, Geva
Theatre, Goodspeed Musicals, The Guthrie Theater, Hartford
Stage Company, Long Wharf Theater, Milwaukee Repertory
Theater, The MUNY in St. Louis, New Mexico Repertory
Theatre, Pioneer Theater Company, Paper Mill Playhouse,
Pittsburgh Public Theater, South Coast Repertory, Syracuse
Stage, Virginia Stage Company and Repertory Theatre of St.
Louis. Off-Broadway: Alarm Dog Repertory Company, Blue
Light Theater Company. www.johnlasiter.com

FREDERICK KENNEDY (Music and Sound Design) is
pleased to be making his TheaterWorks debut. He has
worked for more than a decade as a sound designer,
percussionist, and music producer and has appeared on
dozens of recordings; toured throughout North America and
Europe, as well as to parts of South America, the Caribbean,
and the South Pacific; and taught numerous classes in
improvisation, composition, and sound design for multimedia
as a guest artist at universities around the United States.

As a designer, he has produced work for theater, video,
commercials, and dance. Recent work includes Flyin’ West
(Westport Country Playhouse), Father Comes Home from the
Wars, Parts 1, 2, and 3 (American Conservatory Theater/Yale
Repertory Theatre), and Native Son (Yale Repertory Theatre),
which received a Connecticut Critics Circle nomination for
best sound design. He holds a MFA in Sound Design from
Yale School of Drama and a Bachelor of Music in Jazz Studies
from the University of North Texas. Frederick was the 2018
recipient of the Burry Fredrik Design Fellowship.
www.fredkennedy.org

MCCORKLE CASTING, LTD (Casting) Pat McCorkle
C.S.A., (Katja Zarolinski) Broadway: Amazing Grace, End
of the Rainbow, The Lieutenant Of Inishmore, The Glass
Menagerie, Cat On A Hot Tin Roof, One Flew Over The
Cuckoo’s Nest, Amadeus, She Loves Me, Blood Brothers, A
Few Good Men, etc. Off-Broadway: Stalking the Bogeyman,
Becoming Dr. Ruth, Lady Day, Tribes, Our Town, Falling, Toxic
Avenger, Freud'’s Last Session, Almost, Maine, Driving Miss
Daisy. Feature film: Girl in the Lake, Premium Rush, Ghost
Town, Secret Window, Basic, Tony and Tina’s Wedding, The
Thomas Crown Affair, The 13th Warrior, Madeline, Die Hard
with a Vengeance, School Ties, etc. Television: St. George
(George Lopez Show) Twisted (ABC Family), humans for
Sesame Street, Californication (Emmy nomination), Hack

(CBS), Chapelle’s Show (Comedy Central), Barbershop,
Remember WENN (AMC). mccorklecasting.com

TANEISHA DUGGAN (Associate Director)
TheaterWorks: Race (actor), Constellations,
The Wolves (Assistant Director) NYC: Lesbian
Love Octagon (The Kraine), Get to Nomi
(LaMama), Flipside (Fringe Festival NYC HERE
Arts Center), Women of Roswell (American
Globe Theater), Hamlet (Purchase Repertory
Theater). Regional: Riding the Turnpike (HartBeat Ensemble),
Tigertigertiger (Long Wharf Theater), A Raisin in the Sun
(Hartford Stage Company), Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (Hartford
Stage Company). Education: Purchase College, State
University of New York. Taneisha joined the TheaterWorks
team in 2015, where she is charged with literary management,
new work planning, artistic liaison, community engagement,
and audience development.

BRIDGET SULLIVAN (Production Manager) joined

the TheaterWorks team in 2016. Her experience includes
production and project management, as well as many years
in the world of props. Head of production for the Weston
Playhouse Theatre Company in Vermont for 7 years, Bridget’s
past work also includes managing celebrity concerts at
North Shore Music Theatre and being Project Manager for
Barbizon Lighting Company. Other credits include City
Theatre Company in Pittsburgh and the Santa Fe Opera.
She’s looking forward to this renovation season after working
through renovations at Weston and NSMT. Go Team TW!

KATE J. CUDWORTH (Production Stage Manager) has
enjoyed six seasons with TheaterWorks including Hand to
God, The Invisible Hand, The Legend of Georgia McBride,

The Wolves, Fade, Next to Normal, Sunset Baby, Relativity,
Midsummer, Woody Sez and Becoming Dr. Ruth. Off-
Broadway: Freud'’s Last Session, [title of show]. NY/Regional:
Barrington Stage Company (8 seasons including Freud'’s Last
Session; Dr. Ruth, All The Way, Joe Iconis’ The Black Suits),
Atlantic Stage Company, Hartford Stage, Manhattan School of
Music (4 seasons), Yale Opera, York Theatre Company, Bronx
Opera Company, Fringe NYC, NYMF

Come see us before and after the show

100 Trumbull St
salutehartford.com
860.899.1350



The Renovation Season

Building the Dream

Later this season, our building will be undergoing

some major changes. These improvements will have
a huge impact on your experience and on our guest
artists, but they will not alter that personal, intimate
experience we value so deeply. It’s an exciting time.

Starting with the recently announced musical
GIRLFRIEND, by Todd Almond and Matthew Sweet,
we’ll be moving our productions out of our home here
at 233 Pearl Street to make way for these considerable
improvements.

It was important to us that we stay close and maintain
our downtown presence. After an extensive search that
had us looking at innovative new spaces and seeking
out partnerships with neighbors new and old, we're
returning to the place we began—TheaterWorks at

the Wadsworth. We are thrilled to partner with Tom
Loughman and the staff of the Wadsworth while we
are under construction. It will be fun to wrap up this
season with old friends.

As you can imagine, this renovation comes with great
expense. It will be transformative, and we will need the
support of patrons like you to see it through. In the
next few weeks you’ll be able to learn more about our
plans and the ways you can help at twreno.org. We
hope you’re as excited as we are about what’s coming
and we look forward to making the journey together.

learn more and play a part in
building the dream

twreno.org
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Join us!

Post-show Happy Hour

Drink and food specials before the show
860.244.9463 for reservations

Only the best at bin

thebin228.com

TRANSFORM

YOUR LOOK FROM
SLEEK 10

Unique hair designs,
products, and services to

compliment your style!
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DISTRIBUTOR
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