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Rob Ruggiero // Director // Producing Artistic Director  

CONSTELLATIONS is a really special theater experience. It 
is about many things:  friendship, free will, science, choice 
vs. destiny – and a chance encounter between a physicist 
and a beekeeper. For me, however, this play is best 
summed up as a remarkable love story. The specificity and 
simplicity of how we experience this play is unique, funny, 
and very moving. For this production, I wanted to challenge 
us in new ways and offer you a new experience. The design 
is a bit more immersive than you’re used to — the score 
you’re hearing is interactive, and changes every night. 
These are things we’ve never done at TheaterWorks before. 
But there’s something indescribable about this piece that 
compels me — it creates its own rules. Everything that 
happens to Marianne and Roland is a matter of probability 
and the rules of physics prevail. Together we can welcome 
the chance to consider the possibilities.

Taneisha Duggan // Assistant Director // Producing Associate  
Actors—my tribe. Without them the work is purely a visual 
art. When casting for Roland we had warm recollections of 
watching M. Scott Mclean woo us with his performance in 
MIDSUMMER (a play with songs). And yet, no matter how 
much you may have loved someone previously, you never 
quite know if they’re a good fit until you see them try it 
on.  When Scott auditioned, we knew he’d bring something 
to the role that was quirky and oh so loveable. Finding 
Marianne was kismet, the universe always has a plan. Our 
search led us to Allison Pistorius. Little did we know that 
the cosmos had attracted Allison and Scott before, having 
studied together in grad school. They’ve admired each 
others work from afar, but had never gotten the chance 
to play opposite each other—until now. We have collided 
with these artists to offer you a glimpse of a world where 
nothing is planned, and everything is possible.
 
Eric Ort // Artistic Associate 
How many ways can a rainy barbeque launch a relationship? 
In a multiverse, the answer is an infinite number of ways
and those possibilities all exist simultaneously. In 
CONSTELLATIONS, we visit and revisit moments in the
relationship of Marianne and Roland. With its unconventional, 
fugue-like structure, the play is not chronological. It moves 
across time and presents different possibilities that 
exist simultaneously. Though the world of the play is the 
multiverse that Marianne studies, the play is far from a 
clinical observation of time and space; it is deeply engaging 
because the possibilities orbit around one relationship. With 
Marianne and Roland we experience love, pain, loss, betrayal, 
reconciliation, and discovery. Through it all we are reminded 
that time is finite, but possibilities are infinite.

theater(words)

#Constellations            #LickYourElbows
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ALLISON PISTORIUS (Marianne) 
is making her TheaterWorks debut in 
Constellations. LORT credits include 
Constellations, Sense and Sensibility, 
Clybourne Park (Dallas Theater Center); A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, The House of 
the Spirits, Othello, When We Are Married, 
A Christmas Carol (Denver Center Theatre 
Company). Other regional highlights are 

The Winter’s Tale (Trinity Shakespeare Festival), Twelfth 
Night, Much Ado About Nothing, MacBeth (Shakespeare 
Dallas); Adding Machine: A Musical (Theatre Three); Venus 
in Fur (Circle Theatre), The Necessities (Second Thought 
Theatre). Allison has an MFA from the National Theatre 
Conservatory and a BA in Theatre and Dance from The 
University of Texas at Austin. She teaches acting at Southern 
Methodist University and Booker T. Washington High School 
for the Performing and Visual Arts in Dallas, where she lives 
with her handsome husband and two crazy dogs.

M. SCOTT MCLEAN (Roland) 
TheaterWorks: (Bob) Midsummer (a play 
with songs). Off Broadway: (Macduff) 
Macbeth, (Angelo) Measure for Measure, 
and (Willmore) The Rover at New York 
Classical Theatre.  Regional Credits include: 
(Happy) Death of a Salesman, (Mitch) 
Grace or the Art of Climbing, (Amiens) 

As You Like It, and (Jamison) Animal Crackers at Denver 
Center Theatre. (Emmett) Legally Blonde at Merry Go Round 
Playhouse Auburn, NY. (Willoughby) Sense and Sensibility 
at TheatreWorks Palo Alto, CA. Graduate of the American 
Academy of Dramatic Arts in NYC (A.O.S.) and The National 
Theatre Conservatory in Denver, CO (M.F.A.). A playwright 
and songwriter, solo albums include: ‘Four Letter Words’, and 
‘Stardust’.  Scott wrote the book, and co-wrote the music 
and lyrics with his father, Michael, to Fairy Tale Christmas 
The Musical (World Premiere at Tuacahn Center for the Arts 
in Ivins UT, Christmas 2017). Looping infinite energy strings 
of love and gratitude around everyone at TheaterWorks for 
this incredible opportunity! Thank You Thank You Thank You 
Thank You.

BILLY BIVONA (Composer/Musician) 
graduated from the Hartt School of 
Music with a degree in Composition 
and French Horn performance in 2016. 
Billy’s original compositions have been 
performed across the state. He has worked 
extensively in theater as a principal 
composer, orchestrator, transcriber, 
assistant music director, and performer on 

a number of productions, including as an assistant to the 
creative team and music director for the world premiere 
of Anastasia at Hartford Stage in 2016. Billy previously 
played at TheaterWorks as a member of the Next to Normal 
band. He is a substitute organist and pianist for churches 
in Connecticut, as well as an actively gigging guitarist and 
core member of “World Soul”: a musical group/artistic 
collaboration that connects musicians and artists across all 
cultures and mediums.
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ALLISON PISTORIUS (Marianne) 
is making her TheaterWorks debut in 
Constellations. LORT credits include 
Constellations, Sense and Sensibility, 
Clybourne Park (Dallas Theater Center); A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, The House of 
the Spirits, Othello, When We Are Married, 
A Christmas Carol (Denver Center Theatre 
Company). Other regional highlights are 

The Winter’s Tale (Trinity Shakespeare Festival), Twelfth 
Night, Much Ado About Nothing, MacBeth (Shakespeare 
Dallas); Adding Machine: A Musical (Theatre Three); Venus 
in Fur (Circle Theatre), The Necessities (Second Thought 
Theatre). Allison has an MFA from the National Theatre 
Conservatory and a BA in Theatre and Dance from The 
University of Texas at Austin. She teaches acting at Southern 
Methodist University and Booker T. Washington High School 
for the Performing and Visual Arts in Dallas, where she lives 
with her handsome husband and two crazy dogs.

M. SCOTT MCLEAN (Roland) 
TheaterWorks: (Bob) Midsummer (a play 
with songs). Off Broadway: (Macduff) 
Macbeth, (Angelo) Measure for Measure, 
and (Willmore) The Rover at New York 
Classical Theatre.  Regional Credits include: 
(Happy) Death of a Salesman, (Mitch) 
Grace or the Art of Climbing, (Amiens) 

As You Like It, and (Jamison) Animal Crackers at Denver 
Center Theatre. (Emmett) Legally Blonde at Merry Go Round 
Playhouse Auburn, NY. (Willoughby) Sense and Sensibility 
at TheatreWorks Palo Alto, CA. Graduate of the American 
Academy of Dramatic Arts in NYC (A.O.S.) and The National 
Theatre Conservatory in Denver, CO (M.F.A.). A playwright 
and songwriter, solo albums include: ‘Four Letter Words’, and 
‘Stardust’.  Scott wrote the book, and co-wrote the music 
and lyrics with his father, Michael, to Fairy Tale Christmas 
The Musical (World Premiere at Tuacahn Center for the Arts 
in Ivins UT, Christmas 2017). Looping infinite energy strings 
of love and gratitude around everyone at TheaterWorks for 
this incredible opportunity! Thank You Thank You Thank You 
Thank You.

BILLY BIVONA (Composer/Musician) 
graduated from the Hartt School of 
Music with a degree in Composition 
and French Horn performance in 2016. 
Billy’s original compositions have been 
performed across the state. He has worked 
extensively in theater as a principal 
composer, orchestrator, transcriber, 
assistant music director, and performer on 

a number of productions, including as an assistant to the 
creative team and music director for the world premiere 
of Anastasia at Hartford Stage in 2016. Billy previously 
played at TheaterWorks as a member of the Next to Normal 
band. He is a substitute organist and pianist for churches 
in Connecticut, as well as an actively gigging guitarist and 
core member of “World Soul”: a musical group/artistic 
collaboration that connects musicians and artists across all 
cultures and mediums.

NICK PAYNE (Playwright) Works include If There Is I 
Haven’t Found it Yet (Bush Theatre and Roundabout Theatre 
Company, New York), Wanderlust (Royal Court Theatre), 
Sophocles’ Electra (Gate Theatre), One Day When We Were 
Young (Paines Plough/Sheffield Theatres and Shoreditch 
Town Hall), Lay Down Your Cross (Hampstead Theatre), 
Constellations (Royal Court Theatre and Duke of York’s), 
and The Same Deep Water As Me (Donmar Warehouse). He 
is the recipient of the 2009 George Devine Award for Most 
Promising Playwright, 2012 Harold Pinter Playwright’s Award, 
and the 2012 London Evening Standard Theatre Award for 
Best Play for Constellations.

ROB RUGGIERO (Director/Producing 
Artistic Director) has been part of 
TheaterWorks artistic leadership for 25 
years.  He has directed over 50 shows, 
including Next to Normal, Relativity, Sex 
with Strangers, Christmas on the Rocks, 
The Other Place and Time Stands Still. His 
Broadway credits include Looped (starring 
Valerie Harper in a Tony-nominated 

performance) and High (starring Kathleen Turner). 
Off-Broadway, he conceived and directed the musical revue 
Make Me a Song: The Music of William Finn (Nominated for 
Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle Awards). Rob conceived 
and directed Ella, a musical portrait of Ella Fitzgerald, which 
has been seen at 24 regional theaters and on National Tour. 
His work has received multiple awards in Connecticut and 
around the United States. In his tenth collaboration with 
Goodspeed Musicals, Rob directed Rags. He also directed 
highly successful productions of La Cage aux Folles, Fiddler 
on the Roof (Connecticut Critic’s Circle Award for Best 
Direction), The Most Happy Fella (Connecticut Critic’s 
Circle Award for Best Direction), Carousel (Broadway World 
Award), Annie Get Your Gun, Camelot, Big River and 1776. 
His adaptation of Show Boat is now being licensed by the 
Rogers & Hammerstein Organization. www.robruggiero.com 

JEAN KIM (Set Design) is making her TheaterWorks debut. 
Jean trained as an Illustrator at Rhode Island School of 
Design (RISD), and as a Set Designer/Costume Designer at 
Yale School of Drama (YSD). Recent credits include Once on 
This Island at La Petit Theater, Intimate Apparel at Theater 
Squared and Hamlet at Allentown Shakespeare Festival. 
At Yale School of Drama her works include; Cymbeline at 
Yale Repertory Theater, Winter’s Tale and The Seagull at 
Iselman theater and various shows at Yale Cabaret. Prior to 
Yale, Jean was an illustrator and muralist based in New York 
City. During her RISD era, she wrote, directed and produced 
“RISD: the Musical” which sparked her first love for dramatic 
and collaborative art. Upcoming shows include The Chairs 
at Bergen College, Comedy of Errors at Two River Theater, 
Streetcar Named Desire at La Petit Theater and Letters from 
War at Theater for New City. www.jeankimstudio.com

PHILIP S. ROSENBERG (Lighting Design) Broadway 
credits include The Elephant Man, A Gentleman’s Guide to 
Love and Murder and It’s Only a Play. Off Broadway credits 
include The Ruins of Civilization, The Explorer’s Club and 
Cactus Flower. Regional credits include productions with: 



Kennedy Center, La Jolla Playhouse, Ford’s Theatre, The 
Guthrie Theater, The Old Globe, TheaterWorks, Hartford 
Stage, Huntington Theatre Company, Chicago Shakespeare 
Theatre, Shakespeare Theatre Company, Dallas Theatre 
Center, Denver Center Theatre, The Alley Theatre, Arena 
Stage, The McCarter Theatre, Manhattan School of Music, 
Portland Stage Company, TACT, Barrington Stage Company, 
Williamstown Theatre Festival, Dorset Theatre Festival, Bay 
Street Theatre, Goodspeed Musicals, Two River Theatre 
Company, George Street Playhouse, and Westport Country 
Playhouse.

MICHAEL MICELI (Sound Design) TheaterWorks credits 
include: Third, I’ll Eat You Last, Good People, Annapurna, 
Freud’s Last Session, Christmas on the Rocks ‘13-‘17, The 
Mountaintop, The SantaLand Diaries 2012, Speech & 
Debate, and Ella. South Pacific at Asolo Rep; Private Lives, 
Resurrection, Mahalia: A Gospel Musical, The Devil’s Music, 
Crowns, Ain’t Misbehavin’, and Floyd & Clea Under the 
Western Sky at Hartford Stage; Resurrection at Philadelphia 
Theatre Company; Daddy Long Legs and Emma at Cincinnati 
Playhouse; Emma at Repertory Theatre of St. Louis; and As 
You Like It, The Taming of the Shrew, Twelfth Night, and 
Macbeth for ArtFarm. He designed sound for Ella, which 
ran at numerous regional theaters and as a national tour. 
Michael is partner at Miceli Productions, a photo and video 
production company. www.MiceliProductions.com

MCCORKLE CASTING, LTD (Casting) Pat McCorkle 
C.S.A., (Katja Zarolinski) Broadway: Amazing Grace, End 
of the Rainbow, The Lieutenant Of Inishmore, The Glass 
Menagerie, Cat On A Hot Tin Roof, One Flew Over The 
Cuckoo’s Nest, Amadeus, She Loves Me, Blood Brothers, A 
Few Good Men, etc. Off-Broadway: Stalking the Bogeyman, 
Becoming Dr. Ruth, Lady Day, Tribes, Our Town, Falling, Toxic 
Avenger, Freud’s Last Session, Almost, Maine, Driving Miss 
Daisy. Feature film: Girl in the Lake, Premium Rush, Ghost 
Town, Secret Window, Basic, Tony and Tina’s Wedding, The 
Thomas Crown Affair, The 13th Warrior, Madeline, Die Hard 
with a Vengeance, School Ties, etc. Television: St. George 
(George Lopez Show), Twisted (ABC Family), humans 
for Sesame Street, Californication (Emmy nomination), 
Hack (CBS), Strangers with Candy, Chapelle’s Show 
(Comedy Central), Barbershop, Remember WENN (AMC). 
mccorklecasting.com

LAUREL WHITSETT (British Sign Language Coach) is 
working with TheaterWorks for the first time. She holds 
an MA in Drama Text and Performance from the University 
of London King’s College and the Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art, and is pursuing a second MA in Linguistics 
at the University of Texas at Arlington, the same institution 
at which she teaches in the Theatre Arts and Disability 
Studies Departments. An award-winning actor and certified 
American Sign Language interpreter, she studies the 
differences between signed and spoken languages with the 
goal of fostering a more accessible theater experience for 
deaf and hard-of-hearing audiences. She has accent- and 
dialogue-coached notable personalities such as Chuck Norris 
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for Walker, Texas Ranger and Alice Braga for Fox TV’s Queen 
of the South, and plans to earn a PhD upon completion of her 
MA program.

TANEISHA DUGGAN (Assistant Director) 
TheaterWorks: Race (actor), The Wolves 
(Assistant Director) NYC: Lesbian Love 
Octagon (The Kraine), Get to Nomi 
(LaMama), Flipside (Fringe Festival NYC-
HERE Arts Center), Women of Roswell 
(American Globe Theater),  Hamlet 
(Purchase Repertory Theater). Regional: 

Riding the Turnpike (HartBeat Ensemble), Tigertigertiger 
(Long Wharf Theater), Raisin in the Sun (Hartford 
Stage Company), Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (Hartford Stage 
Company). Education: Purchase College, State University 
of New York. Taneisha joined the TheaterWorks team in 
2015, where she is charged with literary management, new 
work planning, artistic liaison, community engagement, and 
audience development.   

 
BRIDGET SULLIVAN  (Production Manager) is enjoying her 
second season with TheaterWorks. Her experience includes 
production and project management, as well as many years 
in the world of props. Head of production for the Weston 
Playhouse Theatre Company in Vermont for 7 years, Bridget’s 
past work also includes managing celebrity concerts at 
North Shore Music Theatre and Project Manager for Barbizon 
Lighting Company for several years. Highlights of her props 
and management credits also include City Theatre Company 
in Pittsburgh and the Santa Fe Opera. A proud graduate of 
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College in Lynchburg, VA., Bridget 
has a BA in Theatre Arts and hails from Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania.

KATE J. CUDWORTH (Production Stage Manager) has 
enjoyed four seasons and 28 productions with TheaterWorks 
including The Wolves, Raging Skillet, Fade, Next to Normal, 
Sunset Baby, Relativity, Midsummer, Woody Sez and 
Becoming Dr. Ruth. Off-Broadway: Freud’s Last Session, 
[title of show]. NY/Regional: Barrington Stage Company (8 
seasons including Freud’s Last Session; Dr. Ruth, All The
Way; Joe Iconis’ The Black Suits), Atlantic Stage Company, 
Hartford Stage, Manhattan School of Music (4 seasons), Yale 
Opera, York Theatre Company, Bronx Opera Company, Fringe 
NYC, NYMF. 

TheaterWorks 2017-2018 Season

Where you want to be. 

twhartford.org

Call the Box Office at 860.527.7838

 to learn more about 3 play subscriptions 

and the rest of our exciting season.



Please remember to turn off 
your cell phone before the 
performance begins.

No texting or talking 
during the show.

Thanks to our producing partners whose 
generous support made this production possible.

If you need to get up 
during the performance, 
please see an usher.

Welcome to    



This play is performed without 
an intermission.

Photo by Marion Belanger

TalkBacks follow many 
performances. We invite 
you to stay and join the 

conversation.
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