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from the director

The beauty and potential of theater is in its ability to 

pull us together under one roof, to experience a dose of 

humanity, in real life and real time. Today more than ever 

we are constantly questioning, and sometimes looking 

for the mute button to avoid the onslaught of our news 

cycle, "What actually happened?", "Who's telling the 

truth?", "What, in fact, is real?". This play isn't a mute 

button, but a portal to confront these questions together 

— who are we ACTUALLY?

A play can capture the imagination, or validate our 

deepest fears. The trick in working on ACTUALLY was to 

do the first and question the second. To wholly embody 

the beauty of our borrowed venue — in the belly of the 

oldest public art museum in America — by bringing this 

piece to life as a work of visual art. And to wrestle with 

the assumptions at the core of American life — that prove 

destructive to so many.

This play is built for conversation. And we hope for 

action, that you are activated to see others' 3am fears 

— and that in seeing, you open to who we all ACTUALLY 

are... today...       — Taneisha Duggan

“And we are put on this earth a little space that we 
might learn to bear the beams of love.”  — William Blake

  AETNA'S BREAKING BARRIERS FELLOWSHIP

Taneisha Duggan is the inaugural fellow of Aetna's Breaking 

Barriers Fellowship. This is a national program created in 

partnership with TheaterWorks to provide opportunity 

for female directors of color in the theater. The program 

addresses the lack of parity in leadership positions by 

providing an artistic home for a diverse cohort of emerging 

talent. Recipients are chosen based on their potential to 

lead and their interest in using their work to strengthen 

community. This partnership is an important alliance aimed 

at shifting the landscape of the American Theater. We join 

such industry leaders as The Lilly Awards Foundation and 

The Kilroys in offering a platform of increased visibility for 

female artists. TheaterWorks is grateful to Aetna for their 

commitment to the community and their generous support.



ACTUALLY is presented by special arrangement with 
Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York.

 
Co-world premiere of ACTUALLY

was produced by Geffen Playhouse and Williamstown Theatre Festival in 2017

Originally produced in New York City by The Manhattan Theatre Club
(Lynne Meadow, Artistic Director; Barry Grove, Executive Director) on October 31, 2017 

 
This work was developed/written in part at the Sallie B. Goodman Retreat 

at McCarter Theatre Center.
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TheaterWorks is celebrating its 33rd season as a non-profit, 

professional theater company.  Founded in 1985. 
 

ACTUALLY is the 4th production of the 2018-2019 Season.

by anna ziegler
directed by taneisha duggan
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RONALD EMILE (Tom) is excited to be 
making his TheaterWorks debut. He is a 
Haitian-American actor born, raised, and based 
in New York. He is a recent graduate of NYU’s 
Graduate Acting Program (shout out 2019!!). 
He dedicates this moment to his family and 
friends and thanks them for their unwavering 

support along the journey! 

ARIELLE SIEGEL (Amber) is an actor, writer, 
and voice over artist based in New York. She is 
thrilled to be making her TheaterWorks debut! 
You can hear her voice in numerous video 
games, commercials, and audiobooks, and 
you can see her dressed as a blue-haired fairy 
when she interrupts your Hulu shows to tell you 

about Sparkle Paper Towels. This summer she will appear 
very briefly in the new Ava DuVernay project When They See 
Us and in Comedy Central's Alternatino. She is one half of the 
comedy duo Moll&Rell and is a founding member of Pipeline 
Theatre Company. www.ariellesiegel.com 

ANNA ZIEGLER'S (Playwright) play Photograph 
51, produced on the West End starring Nicole Kidman 
and directed by Michael Grandage, won London’s 2016 
WhatsOnStage award for Best New Play. It has been 
produced around the country and the world, most recently 
in Hamburg, Rome, and Stockholm. Her play The Last Match 
premiered at The Old Globe Theatre and was nominated for 
the 2016 San Diego Theatre Critics Circle Outstanding New 
Play award. Boy, which premiered off-Broadway in a Keen 
Company/Ensemble Studio Theatre co-production, was 
nominated for the 2016 Outer Critics Circle John Gassner 
Award. A Delicate Ship was produced at Cincinnati Playhouse 
in the Park and the Playwrights Realm and was a New York 
Times and Time Out Critic’s Pick. Anna holds commissions 
from Second Stage Theatre, The Geffen Playhouse and 
Seattle Rep. Oberon Books has published a collection of her 
work entitled Anna Ziegler: Plays One. She holds a BA from 
Yale and an MFA from NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts. 
www.annabziegler.net

TANEISHA DUGGAN  (Director/Producing 
Associate) is an actor, director, producer and 
arts administrator. She began her performance 
training at the Greater Hartford Academy of 
the Arts and continued on to SUNY-Purchase 
College in The School of Theater Arts and 
Film. Taneisha has appeared on regional stages 

in Connecticut and New York, including TheaterWorks, 
Long Wharf, LaMama, and social justice theater HartBeat 
Ensemble. As a director, Taneisha is committed to using 
theater as a convener for community and elevating 
marginalized bodies and voices. She is attracted to new 
works, and is diligent in ensuring her creative teams are fully 
representative - aspects she advocates for in her role as 
Producing Associate at TheaterWorks. She is the inaugural 
fellow of Aetna’s Breaking Barriers Director Fellowship. 
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ROB RUGGIERO (Producing Artistic 
Director) has been part of TheaterWorks 
artistic leadership for 26 years. He has directed 
over 60 shows, including TW productions of 
Girlfriend,  The Legend of Georgia McBride, 
Constellations, Next to Normal, Relativity 
(starring Richard Dreyfuss) and Christmas on 

the Rocks, which he also conceived. His Broadway credits 
include Looped (starring Valerie Harper in a Tony-nominated 
performance) and High (starring Kathleen Turner) which had 
its world premiere at TW. He also conceived and directed 
the musical revue Make Me a Song: The Music of William Finn 
which moved off-Broadway and was nominated for Drama 
Desk and Outer Critics Circle Awards. Rob conceived and 
directed Ella, a musical about Ella Fitzgerald, which saw 
sold-out runs in 24 regional theaters and was produced as a 
National Tour. His work on plays and musicals has received 
multiple awards in Connecticut and around the United States. 
In his eleventh collaboration with Goodspeed Musicals, Rob 
directed Oliver where he's also directed many award-winning 
musical productions. His adaptation of Show Boat is now 
being licensed by the Rodgers & Hammerstein Organization. 
Internationally he directed Fiddler on the Roof in Greece.

JEAN KIM (Set Design) is excited to return to TheaterWorks 
after previously designing Constellations. Jean trained as an 
illustrator at Rhode Island School of Design (RISD), and as 
a Set Designer/Costume Designer at Yale School of Drama 
(YSD). Recent credits include Once on This Island at La Petit 
Theater, Intimate Apparel at Theater Squared and Hamlet 
at Allentown Shakespeare Festival. At Yale School of Drama 
her works include: Cymbeline at Yale Repertory Theater, 
Winter’s Tale and The Seagull at Iselman Theater and various 
shows at Yale Cabaret. Prior to Yale, Jean was an illustrator 
and muralist based in New York City. During her RISD era, 
she wrote, directed and produced “RISD: the Musical” which 
sparked her first love for dramatic and collaborative art. 
Recent shows include The Chairs at Bergen College, Comedy 
of Errors at Two River Theater, A Streetcar Named Desire at 
La Petit Theater and Letters from War at Theater for New 
City. www.jeankimstudio.com

SYDNEY GALLAS (Costume Design) is a New York based 
Costume Designer. Recent Off-Broadway design credits 
include: Hundred Days (New York Theatre Workshop & The 
Public Theater’s UTR Festival); Knives in Hens (59E59). Other 
credits include: Matilda, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, Man of 
La Mancha (Colorado Springs FAC); Jane Eyre (Cleveland 
Musical Theatre); Hundred Days (La Jolla Playhouse); Anne 
of Green Gables, Really Rosie (Weston Playhouse); Eugene 
Onegin (LSU School of Music); Ariadne Auf Naxos (Jacobs 
School of Music); Peerless (Yale Rep). She was the Associate 
Costume Designer for the immersive Sweeney Todd in NYC. 
MFA Yale School of Drama. www.SydneyGallas.com

AMITH A. CHANDRASHAKER (Lighting Design) The 
Lucky Ones (Drama Desk Nom., Ars Nova), Boesman and 
Lena (Lucille Lortel Nom., The Signature), Passage (Soho 
Rep), Blue Ridge (The Atlantic), Cardinal (2ST), Twelfth Night 



(The Public), Fairview (Soho Rep, Berkeley Rep, TFANA), 
Fire in Dreamland (The Public), Her Requiem (LCT3), 
Time’s Journey… (PlayCo.), [PORTO] (The Bushwick Starr/
The Women’s Project), Seven Spots on the Sun (HH Nom., 
Rattlestick), Quiet, Comfort (Hoi Polloi). Opera: The Flying 
Dutchman (Houston Grand Opera), Falstaff (Opera Omaha) 
The Scarlet Letter (Opera Colorado), Abduction from the 
Seraglio (Atlanta Opera). Dance: Premieres by Alexander 
Ekman, Aszure Barton, Kate Weare, Liz Gerring, Cedar Lake 
Contemporary Ballet, Rennie Harris, Aalto Ballett Theatre 
Essen, Staatstheater Nürnberg, The National Dance Company 
of Wales, and The Royal New Zealand Ballet. 

JULIAN EVANS (Sound Design) brings the noise. Off-
Broadway: Desperate Measures (New World Stages), Tick, 
Tick… BOOM!; John & Jen; The Artificial Jungle (Theatre 
Row), I Like It Like That! (Pregones Theater), Soulographie 
(La MaMa), Enter Laughing; Christmas in Hell; Unexpected 
Joy; Desperate Measures; Marry Harry (The York), Kurt 
Vonnegut’s Mother Night; Touch; The Good Girl; In the 
Summer Pavilion (59E59). Off-Off-Broadway: Two Intimate 
(Abingdon Theater), The Golden Year (WorkShop Theater), 
Hard Times (The Cell), Paradox of the Urban Cliché 
(Wild Project), Parade (Gallery Players). Regional: The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time; The End 
of War [2017 RTCC Winner - Outstanding Sound Design] 
(Virginia Repertory Theatre), Raging Skillet; Sunset Baby 
(TheaterWorks), Lines in the Dust (Luna Stage). BA: 
Carnegie Mellon. www.julianevans.info @SpliceSoundNYC    

ERICA JENSEN (CSA) / CALLERI CASTING:  Erica 
holds an MFA in acting from Illinois State University, but after 
moving to NYC 17 years ago her love for acting was replaced 
by a love for casting. With James Calleri and Paul Davis she 
casts for Berkeley Rep, The Humana Festival, Cleveland Play 
House, Long Wharf Theater, McCarter Theatre, and more. 
Broadway credits include Of Mice and Men, Fool For Love, 
and A Raisin In the Sun. Past television credits include Hope 
& Faith, Lipstick Jungle, Army Wives and Ed. Currently the 
office casts the TV series The Path (Hulu).  Erica previously 
cast The Wolves for TheaterWorks.

BRIDGET SULLIVAN (Production Manager) joined 
the TheaterWorks team in 2016. Her experience includes 
production and project management, as well as many years 
in the world of props. Head of production for the Weston 
Playhouse Theatre Company in Vermont for 7 years, Bridget’s 
past work also includes managing celebrity concerts at North 
Shore Music Theatre and being Project Manager for Barbizon 
Lighting Company. Other credits include City Theatre Co. 
in Pittsburgh and the Santa Fe Opera. She’s an adjunct 
professor for Capital Community College’s new theatre 
program and is enjoying this renovation season after working 
through renovations at Weston and NSMT. Go Team TW!

KATE J. CUDWORTH (Production Stage Manager) has 
enjoyed six seasons with TheaterWorks including Girlfriend, 
The River, Hand to God, The Invisible Hand, The Legend of 
Georgia McBride, The Wolves, Fade, Next to Normal, Sunset 
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Baby, Relativity, Midsummer, Woody Sez and Becoming Dr. 
Ruth. Off-Broadway: Freud’s Last Session, [title of show]. NY/
Regional: Barrington Stage Company (8 seasons including 
Freud’s Last Session; Dr. Ruth, All The Way; Joe Iconis’ 
The Black Suits), Atlantic Stage Company, Hartford Stage, 
Manhattan School of Music (4 seasons), Yale Opera, York 
Theatre Company, Bronx Opera Company, Fringe NYC, NYMF.

ACTORS’ EQUITY ASSOCIATION (AEA) was founded 
in 1913 as the first of the American actor unions. Equity’s 
mission is to advance, promote and foster the art of live 
theatre as an essential component of our society.  Today, 
Equity represents more than 40,000 actors, singers, dancers 
and stage managers working in hundreds of theatres across 
the United States. Equity members are dedicated to working 
in the theatre as a profession, upholding the highest artistic 
standards. Equity negotiates wages and working conditions 
and provides a wide range of benefits including health and 
pension plans for its members. Through its agreement with 
Equity, this theatre has committed to the fair treatment of 
the actors and stage managers employed in this production. 
AEA is a member of the AFL-CIO and is affiliated with FIA, 
an international organization of performing arts unions. For 
more information, visit www.actorsequity.org
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Our Restaurant Partners

We love 'em.  You will too!   

Pre-show and post!

ADDED BONUS!  

The BIN BUS will take you to and from the Wadsworth.
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JUNE 
at the

Thursday, June 6; 5–8pm
Art After Dark | Hot To Trot!
Gallery Talk | Tom Burr / MATRIX 182 
$5; free for members.

Saturday, June 8; 10am–5pm. 
Juneteenth Community Day
Free.

Sunday, June 16; 10:30am & 12:30pm
Father’s Day Jazz Brunch
$38; $28 members. Includes museum admis-
sion. Tickets at thewadsworth.org.

Sunday, June 23; 6pm
Varla Jean Merman’s Under a Big Top
Tickets at theaterworkshartford.org.

For the full schedule of programs visit: 
thewadsworth.org  
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THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO  
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT  

Gifts of Cash   
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Matching Gifts

Gifts of Securities
Planned Gifts  

CONTACT DINA
dina@theaterworkshartford.org  860.986.7457

TheaterWorks 2018-2019 Season
Where you want to be.

twhartford.org



before  - or

after the show?

only a few blocks away

park for FREE in our lot

republicCT.com/Park

10 Capitol Ave. Hartford

at The Linden

Find museum-validated parking info & 

make lunch and dinner reservations at

untitledbistro.com or call 860-838-4023
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