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THEATERWORKS HARTFORD COMMISS ION 

TheaterWorks Hartford launches its inaugural play commission 

program with this new work by playwright Harrison David Rivers. The 

commission was intended to support a writer whose work provides 

a catalyst for dialogue. TheaterWorks will develop the work through 

workshops leading to a public reading of the play. Commissioned 

writers will be provided with the resources to access collaborators 

both local to Hartford and beyond, as they craft new work for the 

theater of tomorrow.

With thanks to 
The John and Kelly Hartman Foundation 

and 
Lee Kuckro

The WORKshop Series

WHAT IS THE WORKSHOP SERIES

Focused on early development projects, conceived and written 

primarily by Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC), The 

WORKshop series reflects the moment we’re in. Featuring five 

compelling stories that offer opportunities for critical thinking, 

thoughtfulness, humor and uplift.

produced in partnership with
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TheaterWorks Hartford is celebrating its 35th season as a non-profit, 
professional theater company.  Founded in 1985.

 
PROXIMITY is a part of The WORKshop Series 
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MARINDA ANDERSON (Ezra Sampson-Burks) is 
making her TheaterWorks Hartford debut. 
Off-Broadway: The Cake (MTC), A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream (Mobile Unit), Teenage Dick, Miss 
You Like Hell (The Public); The Treasurer, Bella: 
An American Tall Tale, A Life, Far from Heaven 
(Playwrights Horizons); Sex of the Baby (Access 

Theatre); Obama-ology (The Juilliard School). Regional: Airness 
(Humana); A Doll’s House (Huntington); Three Sisters (Playmaker’s Rep); 
Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill, Intimate Apparel (Dorset Theatre 
Festival); Fairfield (Cleveland Play House). TV: New Amsterdam, High 
Maintenance, Madam Secretary, Gotham. BFA: Howard University. 
MFA: NYU Graduate Acting Program.  marindaanderson.com

ANASTACIA MCCLESKEY (Irie Witter-Pryce) 
is making her TheaterWorks Hartford debut. 
Seven Broadway shows, tons of NY & regional 
theater, recurring on a few TV shows, done some 
films and has sung with & back-up for many  
artists. Nominated for a Helen Hayes Award, 
Off-Broadway Alliance Award & an AUDELCO  

Award. Thank you God. @anastaciamccoffical & @naughtynorma 
Tik Tok: @anastacia_flower & @jestinyschild  anastaciamccleskey.com

STACEY SARGEANT (Elliot Witter-Pryce) is 
making her TheaterWorks Hartford debut. 
Theater credits include: Nantucket Sleigh Ride 
(Lincoln Center Theater), Homos, Or Everyone in 
America (Labyrinth), Two Gentlemen of Verona and 
the all-female The Taming of the Shrew (Delacorte 
Theatre), Eclipsed (Public Theater, Curran, Yale 

Rep, McCarter Theatre [workshop]), Our Lady of Kibeho and Big 
Love (Signature Theatre), Legally Blonde (1st Nat’l Tour). Stacey can 
be seen in the Netflix film The Forty Year Old Version, and in the 
latest season of Nat Geo's Genius: Aretha as Dinah Washington. 
Sargeant received Drama Desk, Drama League, and Lucille Lortel 
nominations for her work in the NYTimes Critic's Pick, Rags Parkland 
Sings the Songs of the Future at Ars Nova. She is the recipient of the 
South Korea Daegu International Musical Festival's Best Supporting 
Actress Award, as well as New York Musical Theatre Festival’s 
Outstanding Individual Performance Award. Film: Come Sunday, Top 
Five, Obvious Child. TV: Blue Bloods, Bull, Elementary, The Blacklist, 
Gossip Girl, Glee, Law & Order: SVU. Education: BFA in musical 
theater from Syracuse University.

LUIS VEGA  (Ulises Brana) is making his 
TheaterWorks Hartford debut. ​​Hindsight (Fault 
Line Theatre), The Underlying Chris (Second Stage), 
The Humans (Broadway National Tour), Tell Hector 
I Miss Him (Atlantic Theater Company), Where 
Storms Are Born (Williamstown), The Underpants 
(Old Globe), Seize the King (La Jolla Playhouse), 

As You Like It (The Guthrie), i thought i would die but i didn't (New 
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Georges/The Tank), Romeo and Juliet (Back Room Shakespeare 
Project). Film/TV: The Good Fight (Paramount+), Madam Secretary 
(CBS), Another Earth (Fox Searchlight), Chinese Puzzle (dir. Cédric 
Klapisch), Thorp (Independent Feature). Education: MFA from UCSD.  
@sinverguenzaluisvega 
 

HARRISON DAVID RIVERS (Playwright) is 
an award-winning playwright, librettist and 
screenwriter. His plays include The Bandaged 
Place (Relentless Award), When We Last Flew 
(GLAAD Award), Sweet (AUDELCO nominee), 
Where Storms Are Born (Berkshire Theatre Award 
nominee), This Bitter Earth (Jeff nominee, MN 

Theatre Award) and the musicals Five Points with Douglas Lyons 
and Ethan Pakchar (MN Theatre Award) and Broadbend, Arkansas 
with Ellen Fitzhugh and Ted Shen (Antonyo and AUDELO noms). 
Harrison was named a Runner-up for the 2018 Artist of the Year 
by the Star Tribune and a 2017 Artist of the Year by City Pages. He 
is the recipient of McKnight, Jerome and Van Lier Fellowships, and 
residencies with the Bogliasco Foundation, Siena Art Institute, the 
Hermitage, Duke University, NYTW, New York Stage & Film and the 
Williamstown Theater Festival. Harrison is a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Playwright Center and The Movement Theatre 
Company. He lives in St. Paul, Minnesota. harrisondavidrivers.com 
 

DAVID MENDIZÁBAL (Director|he/they) is a 
director, designer, one of the Producing Artistic 
Leaders of the OBIE Award-winning The Movement 
Theatre Company, and Associate Artistic Director 
of The Sol Project. Select directing credits include: 
Don't Eat the Mangos (Magic Theatre/Sundance), 
On The Grounds of Belonging (Long Wharf), The 

Bandaged Place (NYSAF), Then They Forgot About The Rest (INTAR),  
And She Would Stand Like This (w/ choreographer Kia LaBeija) and 
Look Upon Our Lowliness (The Movement), and Tell Hector I Miss 
Him (Atlantic). David is a 2021 Princess Grace Award Honoraria 
Recipient in Theater. They were part of the inaugural Soho Rep 
Project Number One Residency, where they created and directed the 
short film, eat me!. Alumnus of Ars Nova Vision Residency, Drama 
League Directors Project, Labyrinth Intensive Ensemble, artEquity, 
NALAC, and LCT Directors Lab. David was a participant in the TCG 
Leadership U: One-on-One program, where they were the Artistic 
Associate at Atlantic Theater Company. BFA - NYU/Tisch

WILSON CHIN (Scenic Advisor) previously designed Next to 
Normal for TheaterWorks Hartford. Broadway: Pass Over (Lortel 
Award nomination), Next Fall. Off Broadway: Cost of Living 
(Manhattan Theatre Club), Wild Goose Dreams (The Public Theater, 
La Jolla Playhouse), The Thanksgiving Play (Playwrights Horizons), 
Teenage Dick (Ma-Yi Theatre/Public Theater), My Mañana Comes 
(The Playwrights Realm). Opera: Lucia di Lammermoor (Lyric Opera 
of Chicago), Eine Florentinische Tragödie/Gianni Schicchi (Canadian 
Opera Company; Dora Mavor Moore Award). Film/television: Pass 
Over (dir. Spike Lee), Blindspot (NBC). @wilsonchindesign



ARMINDA THOMAS  (Dramaturg) is co-producer 
and resident dramaturg for CLASSIX. Selected 
dramaturgy credits include Black Picture Show 
(Artists Space), Mirrors (Next Door at New York 
Theatre Workshop); A Harlem Triptych of Eulalie 
Spence, Wine in the Wilderness, and Soul Struggle: 
The Works of Georgia Douglass Johnson (New 
Perspectives); Black History Museum...According to 

the United States of America (HERE Arts Center); Jazz (Marin Theatre 
Company); Zora Neale Hurston (New Federal Theatre); and The First 
Noel (Classical Theatre of Harlem). She has also served as associate 
artistic director and resident dramaturg for the Going to the River 
Festival and Writer’s Unit.

ROB RUGGIERO (Producing Artistic Director) 
has been part of TheaterWorks Hartford artistic 
leadership for 26 years. He has directed over 60 
shows, including TWH productions of The Sound 
Inside, American Son, The Legend of Georgia 
McBride, Constellations, Next to Normal, Relativity 
(starring Richard Dreyfuss) and Christmas on the 

Rocks, which he also conceived. His Broadway credits include Looped 
(starring Valerie Harper in a Tony-nominated performance) and High 
(starring Kathleen Turner) which had its world premiere at TWH. He 
also conceived and directed the musical revue Make Me a Song: The 
Music of William Finn which moved off-Broadway and was nominated 
for Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle Awards. Rob conceived and 
directed Ella, a musical about Ella Fitzgerald, which saw sold-out 
runs in 24 regional theaters and was produced as a National Tour. 
His work on plays and musicals has received multiple awards in 
Connecticut and around the United States. In his eleventh collaboration 
with Goodspeed Musicals, Rob directed Oliver where he has also 
directed many award-winning musical productions. His adaptation 
of Show Boat is now being licensed by the Rodgers & Hammerstein 
Organization. Internationally he directed Fiddler on the Roof in 
Athens, Greece.

ERICA JENSEN (CSA)/CALLERI CASTING: Erica holds an MFA in 
acting from Illinois State University, but after moving to NYC 17 years 
ago her love for acting was replaced by a love for casting. With 
James Calleri and Paul Davis she casts for Berkeley Rep, The Humana 
Festival, Cleveland Play House, Long Wharf Theater, McCarter 
Theatre, and more. Broadway credits include Of Mice and Men, Fool 
For Love, and A Raisin In the Sun. Past television credits include Hope 
& Faith, Lipstick Jungle, Army Wives, Ed and The Path (Hulu). Erica 
previously cast Walden, Actually and The Wolves for TheaterWorks 
Hartford.

KATE J. CUDWORTH (Stage Manager) has enjoyed seven seasons with 
TheaterWorks Hartford including American Son, The River, Hand to 
God, The Invisible Hand, The Legend of Georgia McBride, The Wolves, 
Fade, Next to Normal, Sunset Baby, Relativity, Midsummer, Woody 
Sez, and Becoming Dr. Ruth. Off-Broadway: Freud’s Last Session, 
[title of show]. NY/Regional: Barrington Stage Company (8 seasons 
including Freud’s Last Session; Dr. Ruth, All The Way; Joe Iconis’ The 
Black Suits), Atlantic Stage Company, Hartford Stage, Manhattan 
School of Music (4 seasons), Yale Opera, York Theatre Company, 
Bronx Opera Company, Fringe NYC, NYMF.

WHO



The Goodwin is the official hotel of TheaterWorks Hartford.

Thanks for being a community partner

THANKS FOR MAKING THINGS HAPPEN

The Burry Fredrik Foundation

Cheryl Chase and Stuart Bear Family Foundation 

Ensworth Charitable Foundation, Bank of America, N.A., Trustee

John and Kelly Hartman Foundation

The George A. & Grace L. Long Foundation, Bank of America, Co-Trustee

The Saunders Foundation

William and Alice Mortensen Foundation

Richard P. Garmany Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving

The Elizabeth M. Landon and Harriette M. Landon Charitable Trust

The Katherine K. McLane and Henry R. McLane Charitable Trust

Liberty Bank

Prudential Retirement

Foundation
J. Walton Bissell 

MORE THANKS
Amelia Workman, Kevin Lopez



TWH STAFF

Dina Plapler (President)

Evan Johnson (Vice President)

Daniel O’Connell (Treasurer)

Stacy Brusa (Secretary)

Gerry Lupacchino (Immediate Past President)

Michael G. Albano 

Jennifer DiBella

Grace Figueredo

Gordon Hui

Lee G. Kuckro 

Supriya S. Laknidhi 

Felix Okwaning

Kristen Phillips

Roberta Prescott

Robert Pulito

Dennis Russo 

Larry Samplatsky 

Marcia Smith

BOARD 

Producing Artistic Director 
Rob Ruggiero

Artistic Producer 
taneisha duggan

Director of Marketing/ 
Communications
Freddie McInerney 

Director of Development 
Dina Silva

Director of Audience
Administration
Joshua Demers 
 
Technical Director 
Zachry Pilat 

Stage Manager
Kate J. Cudworth

Assistant Stage Manager/ 
Company Manager/
Wardrobe 
Cecelia Chapman

Resident Designer/
Design Coordinator 
Brian Prather

Closed Captioning
Cecelia Chapman

General Manager
Nicole LaFlair Nieves

Artistic Producer
Eric Ort 

Social Media
Bryan Padilla 

Development Associate
Erica T. Bryan 
 
Business Associate 
Chao Sun 
 
Operations Manager
Bill Farquhar

Audience Services
Sam Bousheé 
Miles Ruiz 

Associate Technical Director 
Sasha Wahl 

Audio-Visual Supervisor
Adam Bintz  
 
Master Electrician 
Chris Bell

IT Consultant
Dean Batchelder

20/21 Season
twhartford.org
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All donors (from $5 to $2.7 million) are listed side by side to celebrate 
your generosity and collective love of TheaterWorks Hartford

— we love you right back! 
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Thanks for making the dream possible.
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Reg Springer
Karin A. Stahl
Glenn Stanisewski
Lawrence Starr 
State of Connecticut Economic 
   and Community Development
Sondra Astor Stave
Scott and Jane Stearns
Barbara and Leon Stechenberg

Sandra Stein
Marilyn S. Steinmetz
Ellen and Andrew Stokoe
Shepard and Marlene Stone
Donna M. and Sam Stout
Mervyn Strauss
Nancy Stuart and David Lang
Ms. Janet Stulting
Jack and Mary Anne Sullivan
James G. and Marcia E. Sutton
Deborah R. Szajnberg
Robert H. Tabshey
Rosemarie and Harry Tamiso
Jerry and Eve Tarre
John and Barbara Taussig
Allan B. and Sally S. Taylor
Montell and Anjanette Taylor
Samuel H. and Joan Teller
Jeff Rudikoff and Edee Tenser
Lavell Thompson
Leonora and Bill Thramann
Christine Tobin
Karen Tomasko and Robert Goodman
Humphrey Tonkin and Jane Edwards
Denise Trammel
Travelers
Ruth Treat
Eleanor Udolf
Harriet Unger
Michelle J. Vadenais
Fran and Brian Van Linda
Cecily C. Vasington
Hope W. Vath
Donna Vickers
Anthony Vignone
Dan Violante
Karen and Jack Volinski
Ric Waldman
Laura and Matthew Wallace
Theresa and David* Waltz
Diane M. Ward
Luther G. and Denise M. Weeks
Barry Weinstein
Betty and Alan Weintraub
Carolyn Weiser
Judith and Joel Weisman
Florence Wendell
John Wentland
Reeves Westmoreland*
Robert and Penelope Whalen
Edward and Brooke Whittemore
Louise Wilder
Martha and Donald Wilmot
Andrea Wilson
Brad Witte and Deborah Slater
Virginia Wolf
Elizabeth B. Woodard
The Zachs Family Foundation
Barbara Zakarian
Carol K. Zapadka
Joan Zawacki
Mary Zeman
Peter M. and Ellen T. Zeman
Joseph Zepperi
Liz and Richard Zlatkus
Stephanie and David Zomick, M.D.
Elliot Zweig and Doreen 
   Fundiller-Zweig *deceased



BRONZE PARTNERS 
Gifts of $2,500+  

Acorn-Alcinda Foundation
Michael G. Albano and Nancy B. Alisberg

Helen and Henry Frye
The Gawlicki Family Foundation

Lee G. Kuckro
Jia Luo and Michael Monts

Barri R. Marks and Woody Exley
Jill and Martin Mass

Jacqueline and Dave Mott
Bob and Patti Pulito

Joan and Barry Richter
James M. Salemi and Kenneth J. Bartschi

SILVER PARTNERS
Gifts of $5,000+ 

Duff Ashmead
Matthew and Patricia Berky

Ted and Kathy Fleming
Richard P. Garmany Fund at HFPG

Brad M. and Jill J. Hutensky
William Knight and Jill Adams

Joy McConnell
Richard E. and Paula Musgrave

Lanny Nagler and Lanny Nagler Photography
Kristen M. Phillips and Matthew Schreck

Dina Plapler and Earl McMahon
Alicia Roncari and Bin228

Larry Samplatsky and John Tackus
Jonathan and Sherry Schreiber

Kevin and Marcia Smith
The Zachs Family Foundation

PLATINUM PARTNERS
Gifts of $25,000+ 

Jeffrey and Nancy Hoffman
David Holmgren

LAZ Parking
Dennis Russo and WondriskaRusso
Ruth G. Timme Family Foundation

Theresa Waltz

GOLD PARTNERS
Gifts of $10,000+ 

 

Lynn Beaulieu and Gerry Lupacchino
Mark Boelhouwer

Cheryl Chase and Stuart Bear Family Foundation
Common Sense Fund

Robert and Francine Goldfarb
Ted and Adlyn Loewenthal 

Marjorie E. Morrissey
Thomas W. and Emily B. Nissley

ANNUAL FUND DONORS
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Jonathan Clark
Steven and Elaine Cohen
James P. Condren and Ellen J. 	
   Robinson
Tammy Conley and Roselinde Torres
Audrey Conrad
Linda and Fred Cote
Stephen and Suzanne Couture
James and Sheryll-Ann Covill
Evan Cowles and Brie Quinby
Mally and Jim Cox-Chapman
Lisa Curran
Jennifer and Marc A. DiBella
Hollis Dorman
Melissa J. Taylor-Doyle and Chris 	
   Doyle
Susan and Ned P. Dunn
Diane Ellsworth
Carolyn Emerson
William and Joan Farquhar
Mary Kay Fenton
Grace Figueredo and Ken Gostyla
Jerry and Ida Franklin
Catherine Franks

Cynthia L. Abrams
P. K. and Phoebe R. Allen
Gregory and Mona Anderson
Anonymous (3)
Stephen and Judy August
Ann Azevedo and Donato T. DiGenova
Anthony and Beverley Bellisio
Jay and Jeanne Benet
Catherine and Bruce Bernstein
Scott Boden and Mary Ayre
Paul and Joanne Bourdeau
George Bouthet
Whitney Boynton and Kevin Galvin
Lucy Brakoniecki
James and Riki Brodey
Julie A. Brogan and Christopher A. 	
   Uhrich
Avery and Eileen Buell
Shari and Michael Cantor
John Cariani
Peter Carter
Susan R. Chandler
Bertie Chuong
Ann Clark and David Ehler

LOYAL SUPPORTERS
Gifts of $250+

LEADING DONORS
Gifts of $1,000+

Doug and Sheryl Adkins
Anonymous (3)
Ivan A. Backer and Paula Fisher
Thomas O. and Melanie A. Barnes
Peter and Lisa Block
James Bruno and William Gratz
Stacy Brusa
Karen K. Byrne
David and Lisa Casey
Ann M. Catino
Amy Charney and Lewis K. Wise
Sue Ann Collins
Richard A. and Aida Cyphers
Catherine Daly and Roy Dion
Jack and Alice Ellovich
Jocelyn and Dan Fenyn
Muriel and Karl Fleischmann
William Fuller
Thomas Goodrum and Evelyn Benoit
Peter Grzybala and Diane Korntheuer
Della Hennelly
Suzanne M. Hopgood
Gordon and Kelly Hui
David and Jan Klein
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Kosto
Wally and Chris Lamb
Katherine J. Lambert
Christopher Larsen

Judy Lewis
Steve and Sheila Litchfield
Kenneth and Cynthia Malm
Leta W. Marks
Sheila Marks
Matthew K. Poland
Roberta W. Prescott and Robert O. 	
   Hurwitz
Elenor G. Reid
Joan and Allan B. Reiskin
Linda L. and Stephen E. Revis
Kenneth and Julie B. Saffir
Jennifer and Christian Sager
Darlene C. and Guy A. Simonian
Carol L. Sirot Foundation
Jen and Kenneth Siskind
Leslie Smith and Philip Wellman
Sue W. and Richard K. Smith
Tyler Smith and Lyn Walker
Karen Lee Snyder
Robert Stillman and Leslie Fass
Donna M. and Sam Stout
Robert H. Tabshey
Allan B. and Sally S. Taylor
Dale Woodiel, Sr. and Linda Rountree
Elliot Zweig and 
   Doreen Fundiller-Zweig



LOYAL SUPPORTERS
Gifts of $250+  

Robert Garrey
Tom and Cynthia Garten
Ken and Jennifer Geisler
Deborah Ghosh
Catherine Godin
Alice and Gary Gold
Daniel G. Green and Walter Langner
Pierre and MaryEllen Guertin
Diana Haghighat and Gerardo 	
   Gutierriez
Laura Harris
Hartford Lumber
Frank Haviland and Shirley Mae Neu
Joan Hedrick
Ronald V. and Patricia Hensley
Warren Hollister
Christine Hunihan
Bradley and Lisa Hurley
Alan and Carolyn Kaufman
Marian Kellner
Jennifer and James Kimenker
Kitchen and Bath Design Construction
Myra R. and William Kleinman
Michele and Dane Kostin
Nancy A. Kramer
David J. and Ruth Krugman
Supriya and Vijay Laknidhi
Susannah Landis
Marcia Lattimore
Ann and Bill Lazarek
Charles and Joan Leach
William and Deanna Leikin
John W. and Joyce R. Lemega
Doreen Linton
David T. and Judith W. Macri
Gloria Magliozzi
Adam and Beth Man
Judy and Scott Mather
Erin McGurk
Elizabeth R. and Stephen Miller
David Miner and Stephanie Robiner
Brian Molinari and Kristan Pierz
Sheila and Randall Molony
Susan Monks and Mary-Ann McNamara
Johanna Morrison
Leigh Newman and Gary Starr
Kathy and Walter Nicksa
Don Noel
Daniel and Lori O'Connell
Bill and Joy O'Sullivan
Michelle and Sam Oliva
Richard Orr and Cynthia Courtney
Joseph Pace
Vittoria Pace
Alan and Michele Parker
Sara and Tim Parker
Priscilla Pasternak

David Pavis
MaryJane Perrier
Arlene and Robert Person
Raphael Podolsky and Jill Mehler
Leslie Pollack
Frances Porter
Laura Post and Mark Pazniokas
Marion and Seth Radeen
Margaret and Charles Rich
Ms. Annemarie H. Riemer
Christina and Ezra Ripple
Harvey and Carol Robbin
Nancy and Stephen Roberts
Deborah Roncari
Michele Rosenberg
Joel and Susan Rottner
Barbara Rubin
Sandra H. and Marshall Rulnick
Mary Beth Russell
William Goba and Joan Russoniello-	
   Goba
Linda M. Samoncik
Saraellen and Tom Sargent
Phyllis Satter
William Schaberg
Roberta P. and Philip A. Schmidt
Elizabeth and Stephen J. Shamroth
Sandra L. Shaner
Joseph Shortall and Sara Bernstein
Shortell Framing
Penny and Steve Sigal
Dina Silva
Amy Lynn Silverman
Douglas and Roberta Simpson
Mark Slitt
Gilbert and Ruth L. Small
Shirley Smith
Patricia B. Snyder
Ruth and Howard Sovronsky
Catherine J. Spera
Felix J. and Helene L. Springer
Beatrise Srams
John Stachniewicz
Staci Bachman
Glenn Stanisewski
Barbara and Leon Stechenberg
Humphrey Tonkin and Jane Edwards
Dan and Janet Tracy
Maria Tsitsirides
Douglas and Mildred Unfried
Miranda Haeseler-Volpe and John 	
   Volpe
Laura and Matthew Wallace
Robert and Penelope Whalen
Susan Williams and Kanani Bell
Arnold and Myrna Wyse
Peter M. and Ellen T. Zeman

 FY20 / FY21

*deceased
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